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EV OLKOML EVE mavic, 2.€, The Works of St. Joba of Damafcus 
a Monk and Prieft of Ferufz/em, colle€ted together, amen ded. 
nid tranflated into Lati7, with Notes, Prel liminary Differtations, 
and Large Tables: By Kather Michael Leguien of the Order of 
St. Pominick. Printed at Paris, 1712, Tivo Volumes in Folio. 
The Firft containing 710 Pages, befides the Prefaces: And the 


Second 926 Pages. 


HIS entire Edition of the Works of St. obi of Damafcus, 

which has been fo long defir'd, and rs often undertaken 

without Succefs, is at laft compleated by Father Leguirn 

whote Abilitys, fo eminent in his other W orks, fay the Perrs Jo us 

nalifis, promife fomething valuable in this. “Tis certain he coul 

not have fucceeded in it, if he had not been Matter of the Greet 
ad } 
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Latin, and Oriental Languages, and been well read in antient 
Ckurch- Hiftory ; nor even then neither, without an indeiatigable 
Applicaticn to compare the feveral Printed or Man {cript Copys 


with one another 5 and a profound Judgment car to diftinguith 


between fo many Variations, and out of them to determine his 
A 2 C hoic Cc 








4 © Ghe Works of he Learned, fori: 
Choice. But thothe Learned Editor had a Mixture of all thefe 
Endowments, yet, if we may. believe his-Epiftle Dedicatory, we 
fhould ftill have been nothing the better for his Labour, had it nor 
been for the Helps he found in the Patronage of the Abbot Bigzon, 
For being encourag’d by his Approbation, Father Lequien foon 
overcame thofe Difficultys, which till then he thought infurmoun- 
table as to the Printing Part. The Bookfeller undertook it cheer. 
fully, and accomplifh’d it in fuch a manner, that he may be faid. 
in fome meafure to fhare with the Editor in the Glory which re- 
dounds from this Work. cel 

In order to give an Account of what rerders this Edition prefera- 
ble to all that have yet appear’d, we can’t do better than to bor- 
row the Editor’s own Account of ft in his general Preface; the 
Subftance of which is as follows. 3 ; 

The Book runs chiefly upon Two Particulars: 1. Upon the dif- 
ferent Verfions and Editions of St. Fobn of Damafcus , and, 2. Upon 
the {pecial Chara€ters of this Edition. 

1. The firft Book of St..Fobn-of .Damafcus which. wastranflated. 
into Latin, is his Treatife of Orthodox Faith, which may be lookt 
upon as the moft important of all. One Burgundio; a Native of 
Pifa, and an-Officer of the Emperor Frederick Barbaroffa, undes- 
took this Verfion in the Pontificate of Pope Eugene III, and we are 
told, that ’ewas like the Barbarity and Ignorance of thofe Times. 
By which Two Marks, Father Legquien fuppofes that the Tranfla- 
tion of fome other Works of this Author that he found in a Ma- 
nufcript of the French King’s Library, and which Heary Graevius 
has publifh’d in his Colle&tion, was alfo done by the fame Bwr- 

gundio, However that be, ’tis certain Peter Lombard, St. Thomas, 
and other Schoolmen of the 13th and 14th Centurys, had nov 
known the Writings of this Father, but by that forry Verfion, and 
no other Tranflation of St. Foba of Damafcus was ever pnblifh’d 
till the beginning of the 16th Century, when Fames Le Feure of 
Effaples turn’d the faid Book of Orthodox Faith into Latin, and 
caus’d it to be printed by Henry Stephens in 1507. in 4° It was 
reprinted in 1522. and afterwards in 1519. from the fame Tranifla- 
tion, and with the Notes of Foffe Ciifou. 

Laftly, ’Twas publifh’d in Greek for the firft time in 1531. by 
Donatus of Verona, who added to it the Sermon concerning thofe 
that are dead in the Faith, and dedicated both to Pope Clement VII. 

The Editions multiply’d atterwards 5 there were Two at Ba/i/, One 


at Cofogne, and they {well’d by degrees to the prefent Bulk by the 
Addition 
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Addition Of sew Works of this Saint never before publifh’d. The 
Cologne Edition, which was the largeft of all, was renew'd at Ba/il 
in 1548. and afterwatds in 1559. by. Mazzb, Hopper, who. caus’d 
the Greek to be printed in the Margent of the Latiz only in the 
Two Books above-mention’d. Butin 1575. the faid Hopper pub- 
lif’d a Third Edition, very much enlarg’d, with a Greek Text to 
almoft all the feveral Tra&ts. Much about the fame time Fames 
de Billi difliking the I atzm Verfion, which the. Barbarity of the 
Siile render’d quite unintelligible in very many places, undertook 
to refine it by revifing the original Text, and comparing it with 
fome Manufcripts. This new Tranflation of Bi//; was printed at 
Paris fxft in 1577. and afterwards in 1603. and 1619. with 
fome new Pieces added to it by Father Fronton da Due. 

But forafmuch. as the original Text was wanting in all thofe 
Editions, the Clergy of France did in their Aflembly of 1635. and 
1636. commiffion Jobn Aubert, Do&tor of the Sorbonne, to pro- 
cure a Greck and Larin Edition of the Works of St. Fobn of Da- 
mafcus, like that which he was publifhing of the Works of St.G- 
vil of Alexandria. Aubert being wholly taken up, partly with this 
new Edition, and partly with that of St.Epbra:m, which he was: 
preparing and defign’d to-publifh with the firft Opportunity, be 
finifhed neither. Which engaged fome Prelates to commit the 
Work to Father Cowdbefis, a Dominican, who was earneftly prefs’d 
by feveral Learned Men, and efpeciaily by the famous A//atius, to 
apply himfelf to this Work in good Earneft. Father Cambefis wan- 
ted, neither Talents nor a good Difpofition for the purpote s bur 
becaufe he could not obtain of Aubert the perufal of fome Works 
which Al/atizs fent him from Rome, and which this new Editor 
wanted to fulfil his Commiflion, he drop’d the Enterprize, and 
turn’d. his Studys another way, In the mean time Father Labbe 
publifh’d, in 1652. Az Effay on a new Edition of St. John of Da- 
mafcus, which he was about, and wherein he pretended to divide 
the Father’s Works into Four Tomes ; but for want of making an 
exaét Revife, his Divifion was not fo good as it fhould have been. 
The Learned Jefuit kept only to the Effay, as the Fathers Cambe/fis 
and Aubert had done before him 5 fo the Performance was referv’d 
to Father Leguiex, of whofe Work we are now to give the Publick 
an Account. 

I]. The chief Parts of it ate the GreeR Text of that Holy Do€tor, 
the Latin Verfion, the Order of the feveral Treatifes, the Annota- 
tions, and the Prolegomena. 


1. Father 
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4. Father Leguten has coue&ted the Text with all the Exa@tnef: 
poffible, by revifing it from the beft Manufcripts that are to be 
found in the Librarys of the King of France, M. Colbert, Chancellor 
Leguier, that of the Jefuits, the Vatican Library, that of St. Ger- 
main de Prey, and in the Librarys of England, Here the Editor 
does not forget to make honourable mention of all that were in- 
{trumental in procuring him the ufe .of the feveral Manufcripts 
from whence he had the neceflary Supplys tor the prefent Edition, 
Thofe. of the Abbots Renaxdor and Longuerue were ufetul to him 
in the Verfion and Revife of fome Pieces of St. ‘Fobn of Damafcus; 
whole Greek Originals are loft, and which are in no other Language 
befides the Arabick. Dom Bernard de Montfancon, and Dom An- 
felm Bandurz, who contributed to enrich this Work both by fur- 
nifhing fomething of their own, and ‘by’ communicating feveral 
new Pieces that had not yet been printed, have alfo their hare of 
his Thanks, ae 

2, As to the Latin Verfion which accompanys the Greek Text, 

*cis dons by Three different Hands. 5¢//2 compos’d the greatett 
part of it, Father Combe/is tranflated: the Dialettick, the Book of 
Herefys, that of Orthedcx Faith, part of the Dialogue againft the 
Manichces, the Treatife about the Regulation of Manners, with 
that of the Two Wills of Fefus Chrift, and feveral Homilys. And 
Father Leguiex has not. only. turn’d into. Latin all the Treatifes 
which have not been publifh’d, but revis’d the Verfions of all rhe 
others, to which be has made confiderable Amendments. He ob- 
ferves with Father Combefis, that tho Bi/i: may be reckon’d as one 
of the beft. Latin Trapflators that has made any Verfion of the 
Greek Authors, yet his Verlion of St. Joba of Damafcus is not 
free from Faulis, and fo far from being complete, that ’tis in fome 
meafure no other than a Tryal of Skill. The principal Faults of 
it are Circumlocutions, which enervate the force of the Gree? 
Terms, and his. afte€tation of .a particular Style different from that 
of Divines, even is fuch Expreffions whiere it is not incompatible 
with the Purity of the Lat, tga 

3. As to the Order of the feveral Treatifes which. are properly 


_ thofe of St. Fohn of Damafeus; or the others that are afcrib’d to 


him, the Editor has divided: them. into Three. Claffes, each of 
which takes up a feparate Volume. The firft contains ali the 


Works, both real and fuppos’d} which treat of the Opinions of 
Faith. The fecond, the feveral Treatifes, Colleftions and Dif- 


courfes of the Holy Doftor, on divers Subjects of: Piety. = 
oF 
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for the third, which hé-is now abour, he has referv’d' thé! réft of 
the fuppofed Pieces, fome pra€tical Difcourfes thar he lately found 
in a. Manufesipt of Chancellor Leguier’s Library, which ‘are cer- 
tainly, thofe of St. Febn of Dama/cus , fome Treatifes not yet prin- 
ted, done by feveral Authors, and worthy of the Prefs; and lattly, 
the Works.of Leontius of Byzantium, feveral of which were never 
publith’d -in Greek, and thar may ferve for a particular Volume, 
if there be not room in thethird. From hence it feems that Fa- 
ther Lequien.is yet gone no farther than half way, while the Lear- 
ned cannot wifh too much, fay the Paris Journalifts, that he may 
live to compleat what he has fo well begun. 

4. The Notes at the bottom of the Pages are all the Editor’s, 
except fome which he has borrow’d from Father Combefis, who 
had begun to write down his Remarks upon the Dialeéticks of 
St.f¥obn of Damafcus, and wpon the ‘firft Chapters of his Book of 
Orthodox Faith, But fince thefe Obfervations were form’d rather 
to correét Bil/’s Verfion, than to illuftrate the Doétrine, Senti- 
ments and Expreffions of the Fathers ef the Greeé Church, Father 
Lequien did not think that Remarks of this nature would be of 
much ufe to the Learned, and therefore apply’d his Endeavours 
chiefly to relate exaétly the Opinions of the antient Do€tors of the 
Church ; and fos that end he confulted: not only printed Books, 
but Manufcripts, out of which he made no feruple to tranfcribe 
long Fragments, where he thought they might ferve to illuftrate 
the Opinions, Cuftoms and Hiftory of the Antient Oriental Church. 
~ He has.alfo apply’d himfelf, according to the Rules of found Cri- 
ticks, to diftinguifh the true Authors of certain Writings, whiea 
St. Fobn of Damafeus, for want of due Examination, or mifguided - 
perhaps by the Judgment of Hereticks, quotes as the Works of 
fome Fathers. - 

5. The Prolegomena or Introduétions of this Edition are very 
large; and under this Name we comprehend all the Pieces which 
follow the Preface and precede the Diale@icks, or the firft Work 
of the Dogtor. Firft, there’s the beft of the Prefaces and Epiftles 
Dedicatory which appear’d at the beginning of the other Editions, 
Then _there’s a long Differtation of A//ativs touching the Perfon 
and Writings of St. Fobn of Damafcus, extrafted from a Manu- 
{cript of the faid Ad/atius concerning the Books of Apocrypha. Af- 
ter this follow the Dama/cene Differtations of Father Leguien, to 
which he thought fit to refer the Explanation of feveral Points 


Which could not be compleatly difcufs’d in the Marginal "a 
). Cle 
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Thefe Differtations are Seven ia nutnber,: with the following Titles, 
1, Of the Proceffion of the Holy Ghoft, “2. Of fome Authoritys: 
on which Eutychizs and his Followers founded their Herefys, where 
there’s a large Difcuffion relating to the Books father’d upon Diony- 
frus the Areopagite. 3. Of a Letter written to Cefarius the Monk 
in the name of St. Fobn Chryfoftom; and of fome other Books 
which ate mention’d but once in’the Writings of St. Fob2 of Da- 
mafcus. 4. OF feveral Letters faid to have been written to Petey 
’ Je Toulon on the Subje&¥ of the Additions made to Tre/agion, and 
of the Confeffion of Faith, found among the Works of Fu/tin Mar- 
tyr. §, Of Prayers for thofe who are dead in the Faith, and of 
Purgatory according to the Opinion of the Eaftern Church. 6. Of 
the Feaft of Unleavened Breads and of our ‘Lord’s laft Paffover. 
7. Of the Nazarene Chriftians, with the Articles of their Belief; 
and of the Ebionites. The Prolegomena conclude with the Life 
of St. Joba of Damafcus, written in Greek by Fobn Patriarch of 
Ferufalem, and accompany’d with the Editor’s Notes, fome other 
Latin Difcourfes on the fame Subje€t, and the Teftimonys of the 
Antients couching the Saints. ~ : 

Father Leguien {pends the firft.part of his Preface in an Account 
of the different Editions of St. Fob of Damafcus, and employs the 
reft of it, 1. By making Reflections on this Saint’s Writings; and, 
2. By fupplying fome Omiflions and retra€ting fome Errors which 

_ had efcap’d him in his Notes and Differtations. But fince this laft 
Article can be of ufe to none but fuch as are concern’d in the Quef- 
tions treated of by the learned Edicor, we-will not inhift on them, 
and {hall only fay a Word or two of the former. 

Father Leguren’s firft Obfervation is upon the number of the 
Works of St. Fobr of Damafcus. TheImpoffibility’ there is of de- 
termining it, fays he, proceeds from Two principal Caufes. 1. Bee. 
caufe no Contemporary Author has left a‘Catalogue of them,Learn- 
ing being banifh’d at that time by the Tyranny of the Sarazens, 
who fpread themfelves over all the Eaft: ‘2. Becaufe there arc 
feign’d Writings under his Name, which cannot be diftinguifld 
from the true ones, but by long Reading, and a familiar Acquain- 
tance with his Sentiments and way of Writing. Befides, Father 
Lequien does not doubt but there are a great many of this Siint'’s 
— ftill conceal’d in Librarys, and that a great number of ’em 1s 
loft, | | | 

From hence the Editor proceeds to examine his Author’s Sryle, 


which, he fays, is clear and plain in. the Dogmatical Pieces, . 
out 
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but loofer in his Sermons and Homilys, runs out into Periods, like 
the Writings of the A/faticks, and is often no other than one con- 
tinued Thread of Scripture-Paflages and Expreffions, The Poetry 
of St. Fobn of Damafcus, i.e his Hymns and Canticles are equal 
to the beft of the kind among the Grecians 5 and Swidas fays, that 
Cofmus de Matume and he have not their Peers, 

Afterwards he endeavours to excufe him for his too frequent 

choice of fabulous Relations, and vouching them for true ones; he 
afcribes that faule to the little ufe which the Writers of that Age, 
and moi of the Fathers in general, made of Criticks; but he does 
not condemn him for every thing of that nature laid to his charge, 
and correéts a palpable Overfight of the Gregt Cofazbom, who in 
his Remarks upon Beronius catis Two Reproaches of that Annalift 
upon St.Foha of Damafcus tho they only hit the fabulous Writings 
of fobn Malata. Several alfo blame our Saint for too much af- 
feCting the Cavils of Logick ; but this Method was at that time 
‘indifpenfible, becaufe, fays he, almoft all the Hereticks did then 
{apport themfelves by Sophiftry and fubtle DialeCticks, and that 
they could not be effectually confuted but by taking the fame Arms 
in hand. - 
« Father Lequien ends with a Catalogue of the Works contain’d in 
ithefe Two Volumes, of which fuch as are mark’d with a Star haye 
“not yet-beem printed, or never appear’d in any other Language but 
Latin 1 mu , 








Vibius Sequefter de Eluminibus, Fontibus, Lacubus, &c. 1. €. Vibius 
Sequefter’s Treatife of the Rivers, Lakes, Woods, Marthes, 
Mountains and Nations mention’d by the Poets. Kevis'd by 
M: Heffelius, who has added his Notes to ir. Printed at Ror- 


rerdam, 1711. in 12° 295 Pages. 
-E know not the time when Vibius Sequeffer lived ; Lucaz is 

¥V the lateft of the Poets that he has quoted , but it docs not fol- 
low fromm hence that Vibius Sequefter was Cotemporary with Lx- 
‘can, of lived a little after him.” His Stile is not Latin enough 
for that Age. His Work is divided into as many Titles as 
the Subjeéts he treats of. He dedicates it to Vsrgittan, whom he 
calls his Son, and affures him, his Aim was to make it ufeful to 
him in his Profeffion, °Tis a little dry Colleftion of Names in Al- 


phabetical Order. The firft of the Rivers is Achelows, and the laft 
| B Aanthus, 
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Xantbus, which runs into Lycia, The firft Fountain is that of A. 
ganippe, which rifes in Beotza g and the laft Virvinas, which Se- 
quefter places in the Territory of Lacedemon, And fo of the 
reft. : 

The Preface to this Volume is follow’d by a Letter from M, Re- 
land, containing fome Remarks of that Learned Gentleman, and 
another from-M. Pauw, with many more of the like fort, with re- 
{pe& both to Vibzus’s Text, and to the Notes of M. Heffelius. Vi- 
bius fays, in his Lift of the Rivers, Aminone Lice non longe a The- 
bis. M. Heffelizs remarks, that it ought to be read Cilicie, ac- 

_cording to Symlerus, becaufe there was another Town call’d Thebes 
in Cilicia. Then he quotes Paufanias, Statius, Lutatius, and Hy- 
gin, to prove that there is fuch a River. But fince thofe Authors 
make mention only of Amymonius, he thinks there’s reafon to fay . 
that Vibius’s Text ovght to be corre€ted, becaufe *tis read there 
Aminone. °Tis worth while, fays he, ‘to re€tify the Name, but 
then I don’t fee how it confifts with. the reft of the Article: For 
the River Amymonius waters only the Country of Argos, and is far 
enough from the Town called Thebes, either in Beotia, Cilicia, or 
Egypt. There our Author ftops§ but M. Paww advances his Con. 
jectures farther. -He obferves, seeming to Quintius Cartius, Pliny 
and Vzbius himfelf, in the Lift of\Lakes, that near the Temple of 
FupitereAmmon in Lybia, there was.a celebrated Fountain which 
orm’d a Pond whofe Water, no queftion, ran out ; which, fays he, 
could not but make a little River that might be call’d Ammoze. 
¥rom whence *tis only render’d in Vibius, Ammione Lybie non longe 
a Thebis, becaufe Thebes in:Egypt was not far from the Country 
4 Lybia, in which lay the Wood, Temple and Fountain of Jupiter 
mmon, . . iis at Od 
_ After thefe Letters follow a great many Additions which our 
Author has made to his Notes, and the Teftimonys of the Learned 
who have mention’d Vibius Sequefter, by which it appears that his 
Work owes its Publication to Mazochius,. who caufed it to be 
printed at Rome. It was publifhed afterwards at Venice by Aldus, 
in 1514, and had a third, Edition at Lyons. Simlerus having re- 
vi d it from Two Mannferipts, printed it at Baffin 1575. Mau/- 
Jac follow'd this Edition, when he: caufed Vibius Sequefter to be 
‘Feprinted at Tou/owfe, and added ‘it.as an.Appendix to P/utarch’s 
Tieatile of Rivers-and Mountains, “ft 


Our 
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Our Author has improv’d upon ali theie Additions, and taken 
his choice out of the numerous Amendments which Nicholas Heine 
fius made to Moxffac’s Copy, after having firft compared it.with a 
Manulfeript of Fames Revius, 

At the end of the Text, M. He/fe/ius has inferted, 1. Some Ex- 
tra€ts from antient Commentators, neceffary to illuftrate Vidius 
Sequefter. 2. Some Paffiges in the Poets from whence Vibixs is 
fuppofed to have borrow’d what he advances in his little Tract. 
3. A great number of Articles tranfcribed from a Book printed ac 
Rbeggio in 1481. under the Name of Fob Bocace. Thefe Articles 
may be the more ufeful towards the Explanation of Vibias Seque/- 
ter’s Book, becaufe Bocace, without naming it, has inferted it al- 
moft entire with his owr. 

The Volume concludes with fome Remarks of Fobn-Fames 
Claude, and Extra&ts from Letters of Men of Learning tending to 
explain the River Oaxes. Vidius fets it down in the number of the 
Rivers in the Ifle of Crete, Oaxes Crete a quo Civitas Oaxie. A\fo 
Varro 

” — Quos magno Anciiale partus addulta dolore 
Et gemints capiens tellurem Oaxida palmis. 


They are the Verfes of the Poet Terentius Varro, according to Ange 
Politien ; and with the preceding Article,feem proper enough at frit 
view to explain that Verfe of Virgil, 


Pars Scythiam & rapidum Creta veniemus Oaxem, 


But moft Commentators are at a lofs to know why Virgi/ fhould 
attempt to join Two Countrys fo remote from one another as Scy- 
thia and the [fle of Crete. Therefore they read it (rete, without 
making it a proper Name ; and by Oaxes they underftand the Kiver 
Oxus, which, as they fay, carrysa chalky Soil in its Waters. And 
forafmuch as their Opinion would be liable alfo to Exceptions if 
“ they allow’d that there was a River call’d Oaxes in Crete, they 
deny that there is any of that Name in the Ifland, and will have ir, 
that the Poet Varro fpeaks only of a Country of which th-y fay 
the City of Ozxie might well be the Capital: But Vsdz«s is miftaken 
in faying, that this City derivd its Name from a River call’d 
Oaxes. | 


B 2 Cnte 




















‘ . owes eon Tage seminal sas sith ee tie sae L ne ve OH 

ar gl pee 4 gE pis Te Oe OME - rin ST ony Sept Spe 

. “ = i A ~ SEar 

SS = pe EM Same oo re 
bei the RS we Te we SM se fa aes es wi pti 
SOE ss ~ : See ee : 
a ge ee ae ee ae a 

ica Ses tS = ep ; {3 as 


vi 
+ i 
Hi Ly ees 
th i 
.# a da 
A +h Pa he 
‘ ; ' i 
24m 4.1 Es 
Aa it * 
‘Sm ef a 
f ae La 
. : 
4“ 
f 
> 
‘ 





13s Whe Corks of the Learner, 


es 


_ he 7 





Commentaire Litteral fur tous les Livres de P Ancien & du nou- 
veau Teftament, par le R.P.D. Auguftin Calmet, i. e. A Litteral 
Commeniary upon all the Books of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment, by Augujftine Calmet, a Beriedi€tine Monk, £€%c. on the 
Three firft Books of the Kings, Printed at Parts, 1711. in 4° 
1040 Pages. | 


THis Volume begins wich an inftru€&tive Preface upon the Two 
firft Books of the Kings, and a Chronological Table. It con- 
tains Two Differtations: The firft upon the Origine and Deitys of 
the Philiftines. hy 
According to Feremiab and Amos the Philiftines were originally 
of the Ifle of Capbtor, and their proper Name Cerethim, that of 
Philiftines being only a general Term to denote a Foreigner. The 
ile of Capbtor our Author takes to be the Ifle of Crete, becaufe 
Capbtor in the Hebrew fignifys an Apple or Pomegranate. The 
Quince alfo is called Cydonium, and the People Gydones, and the 
Town Cydonia, are very famous in the Ifle of Crete, of which they 
poffefs'd a great parr, The Grecians ’tis probable call’d thofe G- 
dones whom the Hebrews call’d @aphtorim. The Word Cerethim 
is the more applicable to the Ifle of Crete, becaufe, as Pliny obe 
ferves, it was formerly call’d Cwretis, and that the Cvretes alfo 
brought up Fupiter there. The Parallel which he makes after- 
wards between the Manners of the Phiiiftines and thofe of the 
Cretans, confirms thefe Conje€&tures, and opens a Way to trace out 
the Origine of the Phii/tize Deitys. They are Five in number, of 
which the firft was Dagon, whom they chiefly worfhipped at Gaza 
and Azoth. The fecond was Baa/ Zebub, who had a Temple at 
Accaron. The third was Affaroth, who was worfhipped by the 
Arcalonites. The fourth Marzas, who tho not mention’d in Scrip- 
ture, is reported by other Authors to have been the particular Deity 
of the Town of Gaza: And the fifth Berith, or Baal Berith. 
“ Now all thefe Deitys, fays Father Ca/met, came ftom the Ifle 
“ of Crete, according to the Antients. The Dagon of the Phili/- 
*< zines is the Goddefs Difynna of the Cretes; Didtinne is the 
“ fame as Digtin or Dagtan ; Dag and Dagon in the Hebrew fignity 
“ a Fifth, and Than or Thannim a great Fith, a Fifh of the Whale 
“ kind, . The Cretans fay, that this Goddefs was the fame as 


‘s Diana, and that fhe had the Name of Ditfynaa, becaufe being 


purfued 
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“ putfued by Minos, fhe was thrown into-the Sea and cateh’d in 
“ the Fifhermens Nets. © Beezebud it feems was ador’d under the 
“form ot a Fly; alluding to Fupiter’s being brought up in M. Ida 
“ amongft Bees that abounded with Honey. If Affaroth be the 
“ fame as Verus, (Celeftial, who according to Herodotus hada fa- 
“‘moxrs Temple at Afca/on) the Cretans pretending that Venus 
“ came out of their Country, for which they render her great Ve- 
“ neration, "cis not {trange that the Pbi/i/fines who were their Co- 
“ Jony imitated them inthis refpect. Laftly, Ssephea the Geogra- 
“ pher affures us, that Mernas of Gaza was the Fzpiter of the 
“ Cretans. The Author treats of each of thefé Deitys in as many 
feparate Articles. 
_ The fecond Differtation is about Samuel's Apparition to Saul. 
Some Authors will have itto beno other thana meer Delufion con- 
triv’d by the SorcerefS to make Sau/ believe that fhe faw Samuel, 
tho {he faw no more then, than at another time ; an Opinion which 
Father Ca/met fays is rafh, dangerous and contrary to the Sacred 
Text. Others hold, there was a real Apparition, but are divided 
about the manner of ir. Moft believe that Simwe/ did not appear 
by the force of Magick or Conjuration, but by the permiffion of 
God, who without regard tothe Will of the Magician, or the Ope: 
rations of the Devil, did permit in his Wrath that Se#/ before his 
death fhould hear from the Prophet's Mourk the Judgments which 
be had brought upon himfelf by bis Ditobsdience. Some have not 
{crupled to advance, that ithe Souls of the Saints, as well as thofe 
of the Wicked, being in the power of the Devil before Chrilt made 
them free by his Death, the Prince of Darknefs might ufe his Pow- 
er on this Occafion, and bring, Samue/ss Ghoft into the Prefence of 
Sasl. A third Opinion is, that “twas the Devil himfelf who ap- 
pear’d and deceiv’d both the Witch and Svu/. Laftly, there are 
{ome who fay, that the Witch faw neither Samue/ nor the Devil, 
but only.a Phantom or Figure of the former, which God made to 
appear iby the Miniftry of Angels, or by his own immediare 
Power. rl mxtit 4 | 
Father Ca/met is of opinion, that Samue/ appeard really to Sau 
by God’s order, fo that the Devil had not the leaft fhare in the 
Prodigy. ‘ But, /ays be, we dare not affirm*whether twas in Bo- 
¢ dy or only in Spirit.’ He endeavours to thew, that this Opinion 


is conformable to the,Text, and coniutes thofe: who accule the 
Witch of an, Impofture. -‘.°Twas not, /ays be, the Sorcerefs that 
* Spoke, for granting ihac the alrerd ber Voice to {peak to the 
: . * King 
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© Kingin Samuel’s Name, what a Rifque muft the have run by 
‘ telling him fuch difagreeable Tydings? +— Wou’d not one 
© think that in fuch a Conjun€ture fe wou’d have ftudy’d how to 
flatter the King, and saite up his Courage, rather than to affright 
© him by Menaces? Cou’d fhe be ignorant of the Genius of Princes 
* who never care to hear pungent and terrifying Truths, but al- 
* ways treat the bringers of bad News with. Indignation and 
* Rage. | tl GOr acs" 
| ia wie Expofition of the 17th Chapter of the firft Book of 
Kings, he has feveral Curious particulars touching the Perfon and 
Arms of Go/zab. That Gyant, fays he, was about 12 Foot anda 
half in heighth, reckoning a Cubit 20 Inches and a half, and a 
Hands breadth a little more than three.. His Cuirafgs weigh’d a- 
bout 156 Pound and a Quarter, computing.a Shekel at half an 
Ounce, anda Poundat 16 Ounces. The.Head of hisSpear weigh’d 
near 20 Pound, and without doubt his Helmet, Buckler and other 
Arms, were proportionable. Another Author. having nicely confi- 
dei’d thefe proportions, computes, that the whole Armour of Ge. 
hiab was 272 lb. 13. 0x Weight. 

At the b. ginning of the Commentary-apon the firft Book of Kings, 
thefe are two other Differtations.. The Riches which King David 
left to Sofpmon, are the Subje&t of the firft, That Wealth, fays 
he, has ever feem’d immenfe and almoft incredible to fuch as have 
been at the Pains to calculate the Weights, Meafures and Coins of 
the Ancients. The Scripture fays, that David left to his Son So/o. 
mon 100000 Talents of Gold, and 1000000 Talents..of Silver. 
Befides;. He gave him of out ‘his-Treafury 3000 Talents. of Gold, 
and 7000 Talents of Silver@: Accotding to Father Cal/mer’s Valua- 
tion of it, the re0000 Talents of Gold amount to 6953 Millions, 
and 121000 Livres. The 3000 Talents of Gold, out of David's 
Treafury, make 208593750 Livres more. The Million of Talents 
of Silver, are computed at 4867,187,500 Livres, All this is what 
David heap’d up iz bis Poverty, to build a Temple totheLord. 

Our Author endeavours to fhew, That twas pofhble for David 
to lay up all thofe Treafures, and for Solomon to have employ’d 
more towards the Building of the Temple, and that therefore ‘tis 
needlefs to fuppofe any Fault in the Text, or to\have recourfe to 
any of the ingenious Explanations. invented to leffen thofe pro- 
digious Sums. David hada very.long Reign, afd was conftanily 
increafing» Riches all the Time. He vanquifh’d. Wealthy Nutions, 
and took Spoil of all their Treafures, which was then the a of 
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Arms.’ Arabia, Idumea, where there were rich Mines, and the o- 
ther Provinces which he Conquer’d, pay’d him Tribute as long as 
he liv’d, and his Empire extended to the Expbrates, According to 
Exupolemas’s Narrative, quoted by Eufebias, David fent Fleets to 
. Ophir, and Solomon tojtow'd his Example afterwards, tho’ with this 

difference, that David drew both Gold and real Profit from Ophir ; 
whereas Svdomon had only Curicfitys trom thence, which withour 
doubt were not given him for nothing. 

‘After Father Ca/met has back’d bis Opinion with Arguments, he 
produces Examples of Treafures of Gold:and Silver, as extraordi- 
nary, or larger than thofe in Qucftion. We will only take notice 
of the firlt  ‘ Crefas, fiyshe: relares, That Sardanapalus, King of 
‘ Afjyria, being Beficg’d in his Capital, ‘rais'd a great’ Wood pile 
© in che Court of his Palace, into which he put all his Treafure, 
* tohide it from bis Euemys, defigning, in cafe of Extremity, to 
‘ have burnt himfelf in the miditof what was dearer to him 
‘than Life isfelf. ‘tn this Pile he plac’d 150 Beds of Gold, and as 


‘ many Tables. of théedame:Meral, a Midion of Gold Talents, 


©. Ten times as much Silver, with coftly Habits and Stuffs of Pur- 
“ple, He gavebefides, 3000 Talents: of Gold to his Children, 
‘and fent them out of .NWiniveh at the beginning of the Siege. 
* And, fays our Author, let em make Sardeacpalws’s Dominions, 
‘ and:hie Empire xof Affyric. never fo: dargey yet I ‘affirm, that 
© Bavid’s: Territdrys were aS great, better cultivated and more 
* populous. NS OohB LISTAB ION SIG YOO! | 

_ Father Ce/met’s fecond Diflertaticn,: ts about the’ Temples of the 
Ancients. Firtt she fetsidown.all that Hiftorians tell us concerning the 
Temples of the moftremote Antiquity, and the People who built 
them. Their portable Temples feem much more ancient than the 
fixed!ones, and. moft of :thelatter wes built over Tombs. After 
this, he-gives very curious ‘Defcriptions. of the moft celebrated of 
thofe Edifices. Szrzbo. reprefents the Temples of Egypt thus ; 
Fit, There’s a great-pav'd place 50 {quate Perches of 18 
Foot-e1ch in breadth, and is or 4 times as much in length, which 
leads into a great Entry; out of that into. another, and‘ then into 
atbicds after which, ‘one meeiswitha vaft wide Court-betore the 
Porch of the Temple. At theend of this Court, rhere’s a pretty 
large Stru€ture, which is properly call’d the Temple, where there 
are no Statue’s, or at leaft, only the Figures of fome Confecrated 
Animals, worfhipped by the Egyptians. Nothing feems more Avguft 


and Magnificent, than the Groves, ianer Courts, Porticoes “—* 
ther 
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ther Courts about thofe Temples. Their Ceremonys ate myfterions 
and thofe employ’d in the Miniftry, look withan Air of Gravity, 
but ’tis ftrange to fee them worfhip a Cat,:a Dog, an Ape, aGoat. 
a Crocodile, &c. Their inner Courts :andEntrys, (fays St. Clement 
of Avexendria, ({peaking of their Temples):are addrned with 
ftately Rows of Pillars, their Walls are cover’d With rare and pte- 
cious Stones, the infides glittering. with Gold and Silver, and the 
rich Metal call’d Amber, and their moft Secret places are hung 
all over with fuits of Gold Tiffue Tapeftry. But when a Perfon 
defires to be admitred intoothat Confecrated Apartment, to wor- 
fhipfome or-other of their Deitys, a Prieft: gravely lifts up 
the Curtains to: fhew a:‘Gat.-ora Crocodile, or a’ tame Serpent 
frisking upon asich Cloth of Purple. <The: Defcriptions of pro. 
phane Temples, are follow'd with that of the Temple of Solomon, 
which is reprefented by:a new Plan, to which -our: Author has ad- 
ded another of the. City of \ferufalem: 6) or od 

_. In-explaining the Words of: the 7th. Verfe rdf the ath Chapter 
of the firft Book.of: Kives 3. Theréthascneitbér Hammtr, nor Axe, 
nor any Foo! -of.;Iranibeard:‘in the Houfe,:while-it was Building. 
He, takes notice of theditthe Worm or-Stone’-Schamir, {fo well 
known by the Rabbi¢s, who pretend,ithat So/omoz usd ‘no Ham- 
mer, nor anyother Fool to cut and:polifh.the Stones with which 
the Temple was built; but aiScbamnr,: with which they cut, hew'd 
and polifh’d the Srones-with admirable Eafey and)without Noife or 
Clatter. Yet they are notagreed amoregft themfelves, about the 
Origine of this litthe Worm or:Stone ; Someday, that it'was brought , 
to Solomon by Afmodeus the Prince of Hell s others fay, that So/omon 
having put fone’ young Lapwings:intoray Glafs, their Dam went 
and took this Stoney, with which it faddenlp broke the Glafs : But 
others are pofitive;: that: So/qvon fentam Eagle t6-feek tor this little 
Worm in the Terreftrial Paradife, where: the: Bird found it, and 
carry 'd ittghim. ..Yet:that. a Thing fo precious and_ profitable 
might not be loft, the Worm was inclos’d:in ead, and fed there a 
long time, till the {poiling:of:the Temple by the Chaldeans, when 
it dy’d.. - But certainly Schamir iscno other than:the Smiris or bur- 
sing Stone, which Lapidarys-ufe. in -polifhing their precious 
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De M. Aurelit Antonini Elagabali Tribunitia, Poteftate V. Differ- 
tatio Hiftorico Cbronologica, i.e. An Hiftorical and Chronological 
Differtation, upon the Fifth Tribunitial Power of Marcus Au- 
relixs Antoninus Elagabalas, by Father Dom Virginio Valfechi, 
a Benediétine Monk, &c. Printed at Elorence, 1711. in 4to. 
120 Pages. 


3 Events, than the unanimous Teftimony of Medals and Infcrip- 
tions, fo nothing renders Chronology more uncertain, than the 
Contradi€tions which commonly appear in Monuments of thac 
kind. The Hiftory of the 3d Century has fuffer’d more in this 
than any other; fornotonly the Authors themfelves differ about 
the time of theReign of each Emperor, but it feems as if Stone 
and Brafs juggled together, to multiply the Doubts of the Learned. 
Tis for the clearing of one of thofe Difficulties, which are very 
numerous, that Father Va//echi defigns this Differtation, which he 
Dedicates to the Great Duke of Tu/cany, and divides into 7 Chap- 
ters. Let not the infamous Name of E/agabalus, in the Title of 
it, (fays the Father) oftend the modeft Reader, fince tis not pro- 
pos’d to enumerate the A€tions, or rather the Vices of that Empe- 
sor, but only to give a Chronological Difcuffion of fome Paffiges 


f A S nothing contributes more to the certainty of the Dates of 


which tend to fix that Prince’s Epocha, without which it were. 


difficult to eftablith thofe of the following Reigns on any certainty. 

Tis furprizing to fee how much: Hiftorians differ about the du- 
ration of Evagabalus’s Empire. Dion Caffius his Contemporary, 
makes his Reign 3 Years, 9 Months, and 4 Days, reckouing from 
the Day that he became abfolute Mafter of the Empire, by the 
Defeat of Macrinus, who (fays the fame Hiftorian) reign’d but 
x Year and 2 Months, within» Days. Heredian, another Writer 
_of the fame Century, allows the latter no more than x Year, but 
gives 6 to Elagabalus, tho’ Eufebius grants no more than 4, where- 
in he is follow’d by Orofus, Caffiodorus, and Nicephorus-Callifta. 
Lampridius and Eutropims, abridge Elagabalas’s Reign {till more, 
and reduce it to lefg than 3 Years, in which they agree with both 
Vidlors. 

But that which perplexes Chronology as much again, is, that it 
appears by an ancient Greek Infcription, in the time of St. Hy- 


politus, that Alexander Severus, — te Succeflor to Evagaba- 
| | las, 
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lus, was upon the Fhsone the 13th ef Apri/, AR ‘975, Two 
Hundred Twenty Two years after Chrift, whereas a i arin Infcrip. 
“tion, mention’d by Pasvini and Gruter pofitively affirms, that E. 
lagabalus Dedicated a Temple to Serapis the fame Day of thac 
Yeat. To this we may. add the Authority of feveral Medals, men. 
tion’d by Goltzius, Occo and M. Vaillant, fome of which are that 
Emperors, and denetechis sth Tribunitial Power, and the reft are 
two of his Wives, Amaze Fauffina. and Aguilia Severa, and have 
the Letters L. E. for their Date, fignifying the 5th .Year of the 
Emperors Reign, Our Antiquarysare divided into fundry Opinions, 
which fome have endeavour'dta reconcile, but without Succefs, as 
Father Va//echi undertakes to fhew, in the Sequel of that Differ. 
tation, where farft he lays itdown.asa Principle, that Dion’s Te. 
{limony ought not to be call’d in Queftion., and after having dif- 
cufs'd the Solutions which our -moft celebrated Antiquarys have 
invented for the Matter in Queftion, and confuted them one after 
another, he propofes his.own Opinion, and backs it with all the 
Arguments which may conduce to render it probable. 

The Authority of Dzon, as to the Duration of the Reigns of 
Maeerinus and Elagahalus, feems the lefS to be doubted, becaufe he 
indeed: prevents us by the Exaétnefs and Truth-with which he wrote 
the Hiftory of the kvents of his Fime (as thofe were of which he 
Areats; ) wherefore by Confequence he deferves more Credit than 
any other Hiftorian. And what adds new Weight tothis Teftimony 
of him, is his Ingenious Confeffion in the Hiftory of Alexcnder 
_ Severus, that he bad not been able to get fo good an Account of. 
the Fats relating to that Emperor; becaufe be was then either in- 
difpofed or intrufted Succefively with the Government of feveral 
Provinces. 

Befides, if one ftri&tly examines the Paflages of Lampridius and 
Extropius, which feem to give the Greek Hiftorian the Lye, they 
don’t appear fo very contrarytoahim, as one wou'd imagine. For 
indeed, the two Latin Hiftorians. don’t begin to reckon the Years 
of Elagabalus, before his arrival at Rome. Now tis certain, that 
Prince, when he left Syrzz; where he was Ele&ted, was obliged to 
{pend the Winter at Nicomedia, becaufe of the badnefs of the 

cafon for Travelling. So that if we add the time of his ftay 

there, to the 2 Years and 8. Months, or almoft 3. Years, which Eu. 

_ tropius and Lampridius allow to that Emperor’s Reign, “twill 

amount exaéthy to the time fet dowa by Dios, . Fhis pretended 

Contradi€tion between Dien and Lampridius, puts out futher 
: 7 : eset! min 
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mind to take notice of anothet between thofe two Hiftorians, about 
the Age of Alexander Severus. He confutes the means made ufe 
of by Father Pag:, to falve his Contradi€tion, and after having 
quoted. Philip Bonarotus’s Opinion, .as to this Matter, he con- 
cludes that Lampridius’s Text is falfe in that Circumftance, as M. 
Titiemont fulpefted before, butsar the fame time is far enough 
vi receiving any other of his Conjunttures, as to that Are 
tice, , | 
Having laid down this Princtple, That Dion’s Account of the 
Years of Evagabalus’s Reign may be fafely depended upon : Our 
Author proceeds to examine the Opinions of other Antiquarys con- 
cetning the fame Matter, and begins with thofe of Mezzabarbus 
and the famous AZ. Vai//ant. Both of ’em, fays he, without re- 
gard'to the Authority either of Dzon. or Lampridius, pretend that 
Elagabalus preferv’d his Empire and Life till the Month of Sep- 
tembe~, inthe 975th Year of Rome, or the 22d of our Lord, fo 
- far are they from owning that he loft bothin March, that fame 
Year. : | 

But this Opinion, fays our Author, carrys fuch Confequences a~ 
Jong with it, as are really unwarrantable, | 

1, Becaufe by fixing E/agabalus’s Death, and confequently the 
beginning of his Succefior A/exender’s Reign at that Term, it 
- will follow, that Maximinus, who fucceeded Alexander after he 
had put him to Death; did not come to the Throne till towards 
the beginning of O@ober 988, or 235, becaufe Lampridius and Ea- 
tropius fay, that Alexander Reigned 13 Years, and 3 or 9 Days. 
Now Maximinus’s Accefhion to the Throne cannot be brought down 
fo low as that, for feveral Reafonss principally, Becaufe the Ex. 
pedition undertaken by that Emperor againft the Germans, foon 
after his Proclamation, When thé Cora was juft ready for the 
Sickle, (fays: Herodiaz) cannot be seferr’d to the Summer of the 
following Year, becaufe Herodtan places it immediately after that 
Proclamation. But fuppofing, that Alexander began his Reign in 
March, 975, of 222, then his Death and Maximinus’s Election 
wou’d happen the very fame Month, in 988, or 235, and *twou'd 
appear, that the latrer carry’d the War into Germany, 3 or 4 
Months after, z..¢ about Harveft timeé; according to Hercdjan’s 
Feftimony. : . 

This is further confirmed by two Medals, which give the Title 
of Germanicus to Maximinus, without making mention of h’s 
Confulfhip, which he did not —_— enter upon till the Yeir 
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989 or 236, from whence it may be inferr’d, that thofe two Me: 
dals were ftruck the preceding Year, which was that of. the be. 
foremention’d Expedition. 

Another Reafon why Maximinas’s.Accefiion to. the Government 
cannot be dated fo late as September 988, or 235, is, becaufe 
according to Vidfor the Hiftorian, Gordianus. was proclaim’d Empe- 
ror in Africa two. Years after the EleGtion of Maximinus, but this 
Proclamation of Gordianus falls exa€tly in April 990, or 237, 
as is plain from an. Eclipfe of the Sun that happen’d in. that 
Month, which Gordianus, who wasjuft then. chofen, look’d upon 
as an unaufpieious Prodigy, and ofter’d Sacrifices to divert its Me- 
naces. So that at this rate, Adeximinus’s Reign cou’d not be 
two entire Years, Whereas reckoning his Acceffion to the Crown, 
from March 988, or 235, the two Years Reign which Vidor a). 
lows him, before the Proclaiming of Gordianus, were compleat 
in April 990, or 237, which was the Time of the faid Pro- 
clamation. ; 

We pafs over the reft of our Author’s Qbfervations upon the 
Years of Adaximinus’s Reign and Death, that of. the: Martyrdom 
of the Saints Politianus and Hippolytus, and vpon the little Afift- 
ance which the Opinion of 1. Vaillant and Mezzabarbus (as above 
confuted) gives towards explaining the Medalsof Azza Faxftina, 
and Aguilia Severa, beforemention’d. | t 

Father Va//echi fpends the next Chaprer, which is the 4th, in 
combating two Solutions that Father. Pagi offers to the Objec- 
tion, which make - the Subje&t of this Differtation.. The Author 
lightly pafles over the firft of thofe Solutions,. which is deferted 
by Father Pagi himfelf, and he only applys himfelf to difcover 
the Infufficiency of the 2d. agile Ere: 

Father Pogi fays, that E/agabalus computed the Years of his 
Reign, from Faz. 1, 218. He founds this Opinion upon the Au- 
thority of two Medals, mention’d ‘by 4, Vaillant, one of which 
annexes that Empéror’s 3d Tribunitial Power to his 3d Con- 
fulfhip, and the other makes mention of his 5th Tribunitial 
Power, and his 4th Confulthip. Thofe two Medals reprefent 
Elagabalus riding in a Coach and 4 Horfes; holding a Branch in his 
Right hand, and an Ivory Sceptre in his Left. Tis certain, (obferves 
Father Pag?, according to M.Vaillant) that no Honour could be 
thereby intended to two Triumphs of that Emperor, who never 
Triumph’d. They were only two Confulary Proceffions, the fift 


of which refers to his 3d Confulfhip, which began in the Year “ at 
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andthe 2d tothe 4th Confulfhip, which began in the Year 222: 
So that E/ogabalus computed his 3d Tribunitial Power, or which 
amounts to the fame thing, the 3d Year of his Reign, from Fam. 
r, 220. and the 5th from Faz, 1,222. from whence it follows, 
that he computed his firft Year from ‘fan. 1, 218. by Anticipa- 
tion, becaufe the Revolt of Macrinus, by which he was aflur'd of 
the Empire, did not happen till the Month of Fane. 

Father Valfechi denys the Inference, and fays, that thofe Con- 
" fular Proceflions reprefented upon fome Medals, do not always 
neceflarily refer to thofe made at a Man’s Entring into the Conful- 
fhip. That feveral of em were made in the Courfe of a Year, the. 
Memory of which is transferr’d to us by Medals 3 That *cis not true. 
that the Tribunitial Power always commenc'd at the fame time 
with the Confulfhip, as fome Medals of Alexander Severus, 
quoted by the Author manifeftly fhew, 

As for what Father Pagi adds, concerning the €redit of a paflage 
of Dion, that Elagabalus computed his firlt Year by Anticipation, 
from Fan. 1. 218. | 

Father Vadfechi appeals to the fame Paflage all along, tho’ it 
feems to fignify no more, than that he there pretends to Confute his 
Antagonift. As for the Explication he gives to the Medalsof Ania: 
Fauflina, and Aguilia Severa, *tis fubjeét to the fame Inconvenien.. 
ces as that of MM Vaillant and Meszabarbus. 

He concludes this Chapter with fome Refleétions, 1. On the: 
Examples brought in favour of Father Pag, by the Bifhop of A» 
dria, in a Letter written to 4, Affori. 

2. Upon that Prelates Opinion touching the Medals of Az- 
nia Fauftina, which he believes were ftruck after E/agabalus’s 
Death. 

And, 3. Upon one of shofe Medals produc’d by Father Chami/- 
Jart, and which Father Valfechi thinks a Counterfeit. : 

In. the following Chapter, our Author continues his Criticks on. 
Imaginary Hypothefes, to folve the Difficultys of Chronology ari- 
fing from the Difference of the Teftimony of Medals, compar'd 
with Hiftory, 

For inftance, M. To:zard thought that admitting (as Dion feems. 
to infinuate) that the Emperors received a new Tribunitial Power 
every Year from the Tribunes themfelves, when they enterd upon 
their Office, which happen’d the roth of December, it woud fol 
low, that they reckon’d for the firft Year of their Tribunitial Power, 


the time which elaps’d from their Acceffion to the kmpiie, to the 
10th 
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2oth of December, the Day from which they began to compute 
the 24 Year of that fame Power. | 

Thus Father Pag: fetsdown AM. Toinard’s Hypothefis, and then 
confutes it by the Authority of a great many Medals. 

But forafmuch as the faid 44; Toimard complain’d fince that time 
ina Letter written to M. Drosin, that Father Pagi had miftook his 
Thought, and oppos’d it without a right Judgment of it; Father 
Valfechi forms a Conjecture to find out what might be the 
true Sentiments of M1. Toinard upon that Subje&, and after ha- 
ving fer down what he fuppofes it was, he proceeds to confute it. 
He does the fame with that of Father Petaz, who does not differ 
much from M. Toimard in this Point, and then he runs over the va- 
rious Solutions given by Father ‘Pag, and fome other Antiquarys, 
which he does not think exempt from Difficulties. 

Laftly, Being fatisfy’d withnone of the Conjeftures advanc’d 
by the moft ingenious Antiquarys on this Affair, he propofes his 
own in the laft Chapter but one. Heisperfwaded, that Evegabalus 
looking upon himfelf as theSon, and by confequence the Legal 
Succeflor of Ceraca/ta, and having affum’d in this Quality all the 
Titles annexed to Sovereign Power, without waiting till the Senate 
had decreed them to him, he did not fcruple to date the beginning 
of his Empire, from the Death ofa Prince who pafs’d for his Father. 

This feem’d fo much the more probable, becaufe he omitted 
nothing to render the Memory of Macrinus odious. He fpeaks of 
him in his Letters to the Senate, as of a Man of mean Birth, a 
Traitor who had taken away the Life of his Mafter, over which 
he was fet as a Guard, and an Ufurper of the Empire, 
who took the Title of Emperor, before he defery’d that of 
Senator. / | 

Befides, He caus’d his own Name to be Regiftred in the An- 
nals of 971, or 218, in the room of that of Macrinus, who 
was Conful with ddventus that fame Year; and he did it 
with fo much the more Reafon, becaufe he pretended (according 
to Father Va//echi’s Syftem) to have Inherited the Empire from the 

‘Year 970 or 217. He alfo caus‘d feveral publick Monuments of Ma- 
crinus’s Name tobedefac’d, of which:our Author fets down fome 
Examples. On the other hand, the Romans fhew’d an extreme 
Ardour to fee in the Perfon of the New Emperor a Son of Cara- 
calla, and multiply’d their Execrations againft the Ufurper, as is 
thewa by féveral Infcriptions. 
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The Author takes notice of fome Medals, which corrobo- 
tate bis Opinion fo_much.the more, becaufe they are-thereby- the 
more eafie to be explain’d. 

The firft is a Greek Medal of Fulia Cornelia Paula, firlt Wife 
of Elagabalus, upon the Reverfe of which there’s a Prince on 
Horfeback in a peaceful Habit, fuch as is reprefented in thofe 
yaar of the on of the Emperors at Rome, which in 

@iin Medals is commonly accompany’d wir | Q 
aie gr td y pany h the Words AD 

The Medal of which we are treating, is mark’d with the 
Letters Ly, which fignify the 34 Year of E/ogabalus. And fup- 


pofing that this Medal was {truck in Memory of his Arrival arc 
Rome, which happen’d in the Year 972, or 219, and that he 
marry’d Paw/a a little after, tis clear, according to our Authors 
Opinion, that that Prince then computed the 3¢ Year of his Empire, 


as the Medalimports, _ 
Thofe of Annia Fauftina and <Aguilia Severa, upon which 


Elagabalus’s 5th Year is mark’d, ceafe to be a difficulty in this 
Syftem. tA 
Elagabalus marty’d Aquilia Severa, after he had Divorced rio 


towards the beginning of the 4th Year of his Empire; and quite 
her foon after to marry Fasfz2a, with whom heliv’d till the be- 
ginning of his 5th Year, betwixt which and the Month of Ad¢arch 
following, when he was kill’?d, he had time enough to contract 
two other Marriages, and to returnsat laft to his fecondWife Agu:- 
lia, . Befides, in this Sy{tem Hiftorians are compar’d and reconciled; 
Dion allows Elagabalus but 3 Years, 9 Months, and 4 Days, be- 
caufe he only computes that Emperors, Years from the Defeat of 
Macrinus, Herodian grants him 6;°becaufe he begins to com- 
jpute his Years immediately from. Caracal/a’s Death. On the 
other Hand, Qvofus pofitively affirms, that E/agabalus began 
his Reign, A. R. 970. or A.C. 217. which confirms the Opinion 
of our Author. | 
He fpends the laft Chapter of this Différtation in folving 
fome Objeftions that might weaken his Syftem, which he does 
with fo much Succefs, that we negd not be particular there- 


in. 


Hiftcrie 




















iii aie ‘ ‘ 
eb iE acca hang RE RE PEP EER SRE, SER TE Se EAE 
rene. acre IS Sig AE A dig yee I t 


, 
rte RO 


re ee 


24 abe Mowks of the Leanne; 


Hiftoire Dogmatique de la Religion, t.¢. A Dogmatical Hiftory of 
Religion under the written Law; containing the Hiftory ang 
Explanation of the Decalogue, the Ceremonial and Political 
Laws, and the Prophecys of the If/raelites. Dedicated to his 
Royal HighnefS the Duke of Lorraim and Bar King of Ferufae 
Iem. By the Reverend Fahannes Claudius Sommier, D, D. Apo- 
ftolical Protonotary, Counfellor, Preacher in Ordinary to his 
Royal Highnefs the Duke of Lorrain, and Curate of Champs. 
Part fl. Tome ¥. Printed at Paris, 1711. 844 Pages, 


"THis Work, which contains a Dogmatical Hiftory of Religion 

under the Written Law, is an Appendix to another Treatife 
writ by the fame Author, reprefenting Religion under the Law of 
Nature. In the primitive times, Men had no other Rule to go- 
yern themfelves by, but Natural Reafon and. the Traditions of 
their Anceftors. But being blinded afterwards with their Paffions, 
they could no longerconform to the pure Lights of the Spirit, but 
requir’d a writren Law to be laid before them, which by a clear 
ere of their Dutys might leave ’em no colour to vio: 
ate "em. 

This Law is principally founded upon the Decalogue; which 
contains the chief Principles of the Worfhip ef God, and of Hu. 
man Society, fuch Principles as oblige all Men univerfally. It con- 
tains alfo particular Precepts for the I/raedites, to whom God him- 
felf vouchfafed to be Legillator. And thofé Precepts refer to their 
Sacrifices, Myfterys, and their Civil Government. This Volume 
is divided into Two Books, which treat of the two different Sub- 
jetts of the written Law. For in the firft Book our Author explains 
the Preceps which concern all Men in general ; And in the fecond, 
thofe only which were proper for the Religion of the I/raeltes. 
Thefe two Books begin with a Différtation which eftablifhes the 
Authority of the Books of Mo/es by the Tradition of the Chriftian 
Church, which propofes them as the Law of God, by the Example 
of the Synagogue, which always receiv’d them as Divine Writings, 
and by certain Chara€ters of Sublimity, Plainnefs and Truth, which 
are couch’d in them. But we pafS over this Preliminary Diflerta- 
tion, and proceed to the Body of the Work, 


Firft, 
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_ Firlt, ‘tis demanded why God made fuch an extraordinary pub. 
lication of the Decalogue? *¢ To ftate this Queftion, fiys our Au- 
© thor, is as much as to enquire why God did in fuch an extraordi- 
‘ nary and fenfible manner reveal and manifeft his Exiftence, Unity 
* and Power, the Creation of the World, the Immortality of the 
¢ Soul, and other Speculative Points of Religion, which were the 
© Subje&ts of Mens Belief under the Law of Nature. But though 
,* thefe great Truths were thus illuftrated and ingrav’d in Humane 
‘ Nature, yet were there not Atheifts, Idolaters and Libertines, 
who miftook them either out of Defign and an affe&ted Ignorance, 
or becaufe they were abandon’d to that Hereditary DarkuefS in 
which Original Sin involv’d all Mankind. Therefore there was 
need of extraordinary Revelations and Manifeftations to be fu- 
peradded to the Light of Nature, to‘difcover fuch Truths as lay 
* captive under Injuftice, and to reprefent before Mens Eyes fuch 
© Objeéts as were almoft loft in their Ulnderftandings, So that, 
fays our Author, the Blindnefs of Mankind touching the Dutys ot 
the Natural Law, was the firlt caufe of publifhing the Decalogue, 
and the Cofruption of the Ifraelites the fecond, which he obferves 
had infe&ted the moft religious Familys, infomuch that the Houfe 
of Shem was polluted with Idolatry, that of Lor with Inceft and 
DrunkennefS, and that of Facob with Murder. From hence he in- 
fers, that the Sentiments of Equity, Humanity and Moderation, 
‘with which Nature infpires all Men, were decay’d in the Hearts of 
the I/raclites, and therefore wanted to be reviv’d by fuch an Ex- 
prefs Revelation and Manifeftation as might be capable to con- 
quer the Peoples Ulnbelicf, and reduce them to their refpeCtive 
Durtys. 

Atiee thofe Motives our Author. explains the Precepts of the De- 
calogue, which were engrav’d upon the Two Tables, and divided 
into Ten Commandments. Thefe of the Firft Table fhew’d the 
Love and Honour which Men ow’'d to God ; And thofe of the Se- 
‘cond, the good Will and good Deeds they ow’d to their Neighbours : 
So that the whole written Law confifts in thefe Two principal Du- 
ties. And forafmuch as the Two general ones extend to divers 
particular Obligations, our Author explains the Ten Command- 
ments one after another, with the Charaéter and Extent of each. 
As to the firft, he obferves, that Man as a Compound of Under- 
ftanding and Body, ought te worfhip and ferve God by thefe Two 
parts of himfelf, vz. By his Underttanding to render him fpiri- 
tual Worfhip, by Faith, Hope, wa Charity, which are the ia 
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Dutys of fpiritual Worthip ; And by his Body to. render him out: 
ward D-votion, by Sacrifices and Sacraments. We cannot infift 
particularly upon all the Rules propofed by our Author, as to the 
firit Commandment and the nine others: but he pronounces a re 
maikable Decifion in the cafe of Marder, which felf-love will nor 
eafily digeft, ~ 

Humane Laws, fays he, give a permiffion to repel Force by Farce, 
and do not punifh Murder when committed fe defendendo, becaufe 
fuch Murders cannot be wilful; and on the other hand, if they. 
were punifhable by human Laws, *twould give Affaflins a better 
Opportunity to exercife their Villanys, ‘ But it does not follow, 
‘ fays he, that what is tolerated in this cafe before Men to prevent 
© greater Mifchiefs, is therefore innocent before God, who knows 
© the Heart, and whether by Self defence a Man only propofeés to 
‘ fave his own Life, (which is properly the repelling of Force by 
‘ Force) or whether for his more effeGtual Security he aims. at the 
© Life of his Aggreffor ? 

A Man that is affaulted may alledge for his Excufe in the like 
cafe, But if I do not kill my Adverfary, be will killme. * How do 
* you know, /fays oxr Author, but he may alter his Intention upon 
© the fight of your Moderation and Remonftrances ? You may find 
© Help by a thoufand ways; your Adverfary may fall, or his Arms 
© may drop, and-give you Opportunity to fly, and the like. But 
© tho your Death wereeven unavoidable, muft that be a warrant to 


_ © offend God? Did the Martyrs make ufe of this procedure againft 


* Tyrants? Was E/eazer guilty of this, when he was only charg’d 
“ for pretending to infringe fome Legal Conffitutions to avoid a 
© cruel Death? ‘Our Author adds, ‘that none fhould from hence 
* infer, that God favours. Affaffins. He forbids them, /ays he, to 
 affgult you, and he does not reftrain you from making your De- 
© fence. He forbids your Adverfary, as well asyou to commit Mur- 
© der, upon pain of eternal Damnation. Your Adverfary cannot 
* intend to take away, your Life without incurring his own Damna- 
* tion ; Then cap you feek to kill him without being acceflary to 
* your own Damnation? To this, our Author objeéts, That every 
Man being at liberty to prefer his own Safety before that of a Re- 
lation or Friend, he may with much greater reafon prefer it before 
that of an Enemy. ‘ This is true, fays our Author, when our Safe- 
* ty is to be compafs’d by legal Methods. 1 may. fave myfelf from 
‘a Fire or Shipwreck, and provide for my own Nourifhment be- 
* fore I’m oblig’d to affift others, nevertheless I cannot lapyfally uf 
5 crimina 
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criminal Methods tor any Occafion or Intereft whatfoever; and 
tho a Man fhould unjuitly defign to kilt me, yet I ought-not to 
repel that Injury by another, Shall I flander him that goes abour 
to defame me, on pretence that my Honour was dearer, or at 
leaft as dear to meas his? Shall [ ruin a Man that aims at my 
* Ruin, and be betorehand with him, under colour that I may le- 
¢ pally provide for my own Welfare, preferable to anothers? To 
thefe Confiderations our Author adds another, from the Confidera- 
tion that our Adverfary’s Soul lies at ftake. * For ’tis certain, ays 
* be, that a Man who feeks to kill another unjuftly, is ina ftate of 
© deadly Sin, and that if he dies in that Condition, he will be in- 
* fallibly damned ; whereas if he liv’d longer, he might Repent and 
“do Penance ; But by his Death we deprive him of the hopes of 
© Salvation, and inevitably feal his Deftru€tion, while we sun 
, a fuch Hazard our felves, and for our own part only facrifice our 
“© Lives, 
From the Precepts of the Decalogue our Author proceeds to ex- 
lain the other Precepts whith particularly related to the [/raelites. 
Sich Precepts as were alfo di€tated to Mo/es, and appointed the 
Tabernacle which was the Figure of the Time to come; the Ark of 
the Covenant wherein God fhew’d himfelf prefent by his Oracles, 
and in which the Tables of the Law’were kept; The Promotion of 
Aaron, Mofes’s Brother, to the Sovereign Priefthood or Pontificate, 
a Dignity granted only to him and his Children, The Ceremonys of 
their Confecration, and the Form of their myft€rious Habits; the 
Funétions of the Priefts, the Children of Acroz, thofe of the Levites, 
with their other religious Obfervations ; And finally, the Rules of 
Good Manners, Policy and Government, of his Chofen People. 
All thefe feveral Subje&ts are handled with a great deal of Order 
and Learning, and the Stile of the Work anfwers to the Sublimity 


of the Subject. 
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Papal Ufurpation and Perfecution as it has been exercivd in an- 
tient and modern Times, with refpett both to Princes and People, 
~ A fair Warning to all Proteftants to guard themfelves with the 
urmofl Caution ogainft the. Encroachments and Invajions of Pupery, 
"as theyvalye their Eftctes, Lives and Libertys ,. but above all es 
ghey. would preferve their Confeiences free from the Joreft of all 
Tyrannys and Oppreffions, The whole divided into Two Tomes, 
_anfwerable to the Subje-matter, as it relates both to Princes and 
People ; and defign'd as Supplemental to the Book of Martyrs, ae 
. well in the feveral Ages antecedent to. the Reformation where 
that a found defeive, -as by continuing the fame moft ufeful 
part of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, Mastyrology, down to the prefent 
Times. By afincere Lover of our Proteftant Eftablifhment both 
_ in Church and $tate. London, printed by Jofeph Downing in 
Bartholomew-Clofle wear Weft-Smithfield, 1712, Two Parts in 
Folio. Part 1 Concerning ibe Ufarpations, Wars and Perfecue 
tions of the Popes and Popifh Clergy, with reference chiefly to 
Princes and States,,to overturn their Government, as well main- 
taind in Theory, as executed in Fad. And conhiting of fome 
choice and learned Treatifes, fhewing the intolerable Servitude 
into which even crown'd Heads, efpectally inEngland; bave been 
veduc'd by Papal. Ufurpations, and with. which. the Proteftant 
Powers are to this day.threatned. . Part IV, Being Mr. Perrin’s 
Hiftory of the Old Waldenfes.and Albigenfes, wherein zs farther 
exemplify'd the faid Antichriltian- Tyranny, to the total’ Ruin and 
Extermination, as well of feveral Princes as of their Prople, for 
conferving Chriftianity in its native and antient Purity, and for 
oppofing the Papal Tyranny and Innovation. 


UT to give a more particular Account of the Contents of this 
valuable Work, it contains, 1. A Preface of 15 Pages, where- 

in we have the general Contents of the ufeful Pieces collected here 
in both Parts, The Firft is the Hiftory of the Papacy, written by 
Francis Gutcctardine, a Senator of Florence, and Privy Counfellor 


to Pope Leo X. which was fraudulently left out of the 4th Book 
of his Hiftory in the Latin and Iraéian Copys, and reftor’d from the 


Original by the Care of a Nobleman of Florence his Kinfman: 
Tranflated from the Latin at the End of Henry Heidegger's Hiltory 


of the Papacy, &c. 4t0, Amfterdam 1684, It contains § ck 
16 
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The Second is Popery, or the Principles and Poffrions approv'd 
by the Church of Rome, (when really believ’s and praétis’d) are very 
dangerous to ail, and to Proteftant Kings and Supreme Powe's more 
efpecially pernicious, and inconfiftent with that Loyalty which by 
the Law of Nature and Scripture is indifpenfabiy due to Supreme 
Powers. In a Letter toa Perfon of Honour. By T. &2r/-w Bifhop 
of Lincoln, It contains 40 Pages. 

The Third is an Hiftorical Difcourfe of Papi] Ufurparions over 
Sovercign Princes, written at the Defire of King Fames |. by the 
Learned Peter du Moulin the Elder, in anfwer to Cardinal Perron, 
Wherein is {hewn what Tyranny the Popes have exercis’d over the 
Kings of England tor fome Ages, under the colour of Abfolution 
and Sarista€tion. And from what'a dresdiul Servitude Exeland bas 
been deliver’'d by the Light of the Gofpel. Tranflated trom the 
French of Dr. Peter di Moulin of the Novelty of Popery. It con- 
tains 28 Pages. 

The Fourth is a Supplement to the foregoing Book of Dr. dz 
Moulin the Elder, by Dr. da Moexlin his Son, Prebendary of Cun. 
terbury ; {hewing how tame thefe ufurping Powers grew upon Ed- 
ward |. his vigoroufly withftanding the Papal Ullurpations. Ie 
contains 8 Pages. 

The Fifth isa Summary Account of feveral Do€trines of the 
Church of Rome pernicio.s to Princes, and of their Practices cor. 
refpondent to thofe Principles; fhewing the intolerable Servitude 
to which crown’d Heads have been reduc’d by Papal Ufurpation. 
Written by a Learned Hand in the time of the Popifh Plot. {[tcon- 
tains 16 Pages. 

The Sixth is the Cafe of Proteftants in Exg/and under a Popifh 
Prince, ifany fhall happen to wear the Imperial Crewn, It con- 
tains 14.Pages. 

_ The Seventh is the Grand Machines of Papal Ufurpation, where- 
by Favourers of the Reformation, more efpecially Proteftant Pow- 
ers, have been, and are itill, threaten’d; or the Papal Bulls depo- 
fing all Princes whatfoever, whether Popifh or Proteftant, and em- 
barrafling their Governments, if any-wife Proteftors of Hereticks.s 
Taken from the Bullarium Magnum Romanum, with fome Obflerya- 
tions fubjoin’d , fhewing, that thofe their Bulls do too often prove 
more than Brata Fulmina,. \t contains 28 Pages. 

The Eighth and Laft of this firft Part is a Vindication of the 
Sincerity of the Proteftant Religion in the point of Obedience ro 
Sovereigns; oppos’d to the Doétrine of Rebeliton, authoriz’d and 
: practis'd 
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prattis’d by the Pope and the Jefuits. In anfwer to_a Jefuitical Li. 


hel, entituled, Philanax Anglicws. By Peter Du: Moulin, D. D, 
Canon of Chriff-Church, Canterbury, one of his Majefty’s Seven 
Chaplains. It contains 82 Pages. : 

The Second Part begins with Perrin’s Hiftory of the Walden/es, 
dedicated to the moft High and Mighty Lord Francis de Bonne, 
Duke, Peer and Marfhal, (now Conftable of France) Lieutenant. 
General to his Majefty in Daupbiny, Lord of Lefdiguters, &c. The 
Epiftle is follow’d by a Preface, and the Names of the many Au- 
thors, as well Adverfarys to the Waldenfes as Profeflors of Kefor- 
mation, that are cited in Hiftory. °Tis divided chiefly into thefe 
Five Books. The | 

1, Shewing the Original of the old Waldenfes and Alligenfes, 
and the Teftimonys given of their Faith and Probity. It contains 
26 Pages. 

* The Hiftory of the Waldenfes, and the Perfecutions more par- 
rm to them, with their feveral Difpenfations, It contains 

6 rages, : 

: 3. The Hiftory of the A/bigenfes, and the cruel Wars and Per- 
fecutions which they {uftain’d till the Year 1213. To which is pte. 
fix’d a Map of the Seat of the A/bigenfes. tt contains 28 Pages. 

4. The Hiftory of their latter Wars and Perfecutions, trom 1213, 
till their utter Suppreffion. It contains 23 Pages. 

5. The precious Remains of their Doétrine and Difcipline. It 
contains 43 Pages. 

The Reverend and Learned Author premifes in his Preface fome- 
thing concerning the Nature and Défign of tne Work, and the 
Choice of the Materials as to both its Branches, viz. The Accounts 
of Papal Ufurpation and Tyranny as both aflum’d and pra€tis’d 
over Sovereign Princes; and the fame Tyranny as executed with 
the moft barbarous and inbumane Crueltys upon fuch of their Sub- 
jcQs as in adherence to Chrift would not fubmit to their Antichrif- 
tian Definitions. , 

He obferves, that tho it has not been ufual in Martyrologys te 


{peak much of the Papal Ufurpations upon Sovereign Princes, but 


rather to relate the grievous Oppreflions, the horrible Tortuses, and 
fearful Maflacres of their Subje€ts, tor the moft part carry'd on by 
their refpe€tive Princes; yet with Submiffion he conceives, that 
both in the nature of the Thing, and the prefent Circumittances, it 
may be as proper and ufeful to fet forth their Diftreffes alfo by Pa- 


pal Ufurpations, and to give them the Precedency in this tea 
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He likewife obferves, char the moft able and wife Hiftorians 
have always begun their Hiftorys with the crue Origine of the moft 
material Tranfactions they afterwards rela’-'. This was the Me- 
thod of Tacitus among the Antients, of Gu.. ardine, Sleidan, Fa- 
ther Paw/ and Thyanus in latter Ages, and ot the Bifhop of Sarum 
and Earl of Clarendon atnong the Moderns, 
And to go up to the very Source of this great Mifchief, fays our 
Author, the great Arcanam of the Roman Conclave, by which they 
ferv’d themfelves in this as weli as in other Myfierys of Iniguity 
was, fo to lock up the Holy Scriptures, and to obfcure the Light 
of the Gofpel, that Durknefs having overfpread the Earth, and Ig- 
norance and Superftition having wholly pofféfs'd the Minds both of 
Princes and People, they might lead both of them blindfold into 
any Meafures, and induce them flavithly to undertake any Enter- 
prizes which fhould be for the Grandeur and Intereft of the Sce of 
Rome. And accordingly, in the rtth Century, an Age remarkably 
Ignorant and Obfcure, the firft Eflay whercby to experience the Ob. 
fequioufnefS of Princes to that Sce, in executing her bloody Pur- 
poles, was to raife Crozfadoes againit Mabometans, and to fend the 
Princes of Chrifiendom to command their Armys in thofe Wars, 
And when they had fo far experienc’d their blind Obedience, that 
they could fend Kings and Emperors upon thofe defpetate and fatal 
Expeditions, even tho thofe Princes knew that the Popes would in 
their Abfence pilfer their Dominions; it was ealy for them, after 
they had made them Reafts of Burden, to make them alfo B-alis 
of Prey, and to put them upon worrying and devouring their own. 
People. Thus the Croifsdoes againft Mahometans were turn’d upon 
True Believers. And in the firft of this fort raisd by Pope Izzo. 
cent All, againft the Albigenfes, he wrote to all Chriftian Princes, 
promifing them the like Pardons and Indulgences for warring a- 
gainft the A/bigenfes as they had for fighting again{t the Mabome- 
tans. From this proceeded the Crucl Wars in the rath and 13'h 
Centurys, againft the A/bigenfes, in the South of France, by 
which a Million of Men were flain, and many Princes and great 
Lords rvin’d with their Familys,as Perr informs us in his Hittory 
of the Albigenfes, which is one of the valuable Pieces preferv’d in 
this Collettion. 
Upon thefe Confiderations our Author thinks it proper, that the: 
firtt part of his Work fhould be wholly taken up swith an Account 
of the Ufurpations, Wars and Perfecutions of the Popes and their 


Clergy, to overturn the Goveraments of Princes and States, asd to 
| bring 













































32 ~ Ghe Woks of the Learnep, 
bring them under the Vaffalage of the Papal Tyranny, which was: 
maintain’d in Theff, and executed in Fa&. The Reverend Author 
thought it neceflary to begin his Colle&tions with this Subject, not 
only becaufe the Antichriftian Tyranny began its Enterprizes upon 
the Chriftian World, by making Princes Vaffals to the Sze of Rome 
but that Chriftian Potentates and their Minifters feeing themfelves 
fo unworthily enflav’d to the Man of Sin, might be thereby pro- 
vok’d not only to fet themfelves free, but to pull down that Ty- 
ranny by which they have been fo bafei treated. Therefore an. 
Account of fuch Intolerable Ufurpationstipon Chriftian Princes by 
the Popes, is not more proper to be prefix’d to a Martyrology, 
than it would be ufeful to the World, did the Great Ones, both 
Papifts and: Proteftants, perufe fuch Treatifes as reprefent the In- 
fufferable Indignitys put upon Princes and their Minifters by that 
Vatfalage they have or would reduce them under. 

| That the Potentates of the Earth, and more particularly the 
Four famous Empires of the World, fhould be made the unhappy 
Inftruments by Satan and his Antichrift, to opprefs and wafte the 
Church of God, is the principal Subje€t of the Prophecys of Da- 
niel, and of the Revelations ot St. ‘Fob, cs well as of many other 
Prophecys; and that fome of the fame Powers fhall hate the 
Whore, make ber defolate and naked, eat ber Eefh, and burn ber 
with Fire, we are affured, Rev. 17.16. And as it is to be hoped 
the time of this vaft Revolution is not far off ; fo one wou’d think 
that nothing’ could‘more whet the Refentrments of thofe Powers 
againtt the Baby/onifh Whore, in order to deftroy her, than a View 
how fhe has gtadually ufurp’d upon them, what Piinciples fhe had 
advanced among their Subje&ts~to fubjugate their Autnority to her 
own, and how infolently fhe has trampled upon their Crowns 
and Dignitys, when once brought under, to make them the In- 
{truments of her infernal Cruelty againft thofe who oppofe her 
in her Attempts to dethrone’God from his Dominion, and to ty- 
fannize over the Confciences of Men. Our Author is perfuaded, 
and very juftly, that the perufal of fuch Difcourfes as thefe would 
= a little irritate Princes to reward ber as jhe bus fervd 
orpers. 3 : 

Nor are Treatifes of this kind more proper to be prefix’d to a 
Martyrology, than they are of Conftquence, with refp to our 
own Circumftances. °Tis our Unhappinefs, that any Papift fhou’d 
pretend to the Sovereignty over us, becaufe by his Principles, in- 
ftead of Protefting, he wou’d he bound to Deftroy us; But it : 
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much more our Unhappinefs, that any Number of Proteftants 
fhou’d be of Opinion, that any Papift is {0 much as capable of Go- 
verning us, fince fuch a Prince muft be feudatory to the Pope, and 
hold his Government on that very Condition, to exterminate us 
on pain of being Depos’d himfelf, for a Proof of which our Re- 
verend Author refers to the Bu//s inferted in this Work, and parti- 
cular to that in Caza Domini, and to the Cafe of Proteftants in 
England wader a Popifh Prince, if any fhall happen to wear the 
Imperial Crown, which is another of the Pieces preferv’d in this 
Colle€tion. 
_ If we fhou’d ask any of thefe Gentlemen, fays. our Author, 
‘whether they wou'd own themfelves Subjefts to the Pope himfelf, 
Icannot think them fo-byafs’d, but that they wou’d reje€t the 
very Thought with the utmoft Indignation 5 yetin reality he that 
Subjetts himfelf to a Popifh Prince makes himfelf a Subjz& to 
the Pope, fince that very Prince muft be the Pope’s Vaffil, and Go- 
vern as he pleafes. Tomake this out, weneed not gofo far back 
as King Foba and Henry III. fince whofe Refignation of the Crown, 
the Pope efteems England and Ireland as his Fee: for his Inhibition 
of Catholicks to take the Oath of Allegiance in King Fames I’s 
time clearly demonftrates, that the Pope ftill claims a Power to 
epofe our Princes upon their failure to execute the Romifh Ven- 
geance upon us whom they call Hereticks. 

Our Author here gives usan Account why the King and Parlia- 
ment form’d this Oath of Allegiance, our of that King’s own 
Works, in Subftance thus. ‘ The Papifts having artempted to blow 
© up the King and Parliament by the Gunpowder-Plor, to prevent 
{uch Hellifh Defigns for the future, the Legiflature thought fit to 
add tothe former Oath of Allegiance a Declaration, obliging alk 
the Subje&ts to renounce any Sovereign Authority in the Pope, 
and to affere che Sovereignty to be folely ia the King, whereby a 


Subjefts. And it is farther to be obferv’'d, fays King Fumes I. 
in his Apology, that to make the faid Oath and Declaraticn go 
down the eafier with his Popifh Subjects, whereas the Lower Houfe 
of Parliament, in the firft framing of this Oath, put in a Claufe, 
that the Pope had no Power to Excommunicate him, he caus’d 
them to Reform it thus, That no Excommunication of the Pope’s 
cou’d warrant his Subje€ts to pra€tice againtt his Perfon or Srate, 
denying the Depofition of Kings to be in the Pope’s Lawful Pow- 
er, as indeed taking fuch Sea Violkace to be far without 
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© the Limits of fuch a Spiritual Cenfure as Excommunication, So 
that with this Modification, the Oath contain’d nothing but 
Matter of Civil and Temporal Obedience due by Subjeéts to their 
Princes, therefore the Quarrelling with this Oath was nothing but 
a late Ufurpation of the Pope's againft the warrant of Scrip- 
tures, ancient Councils and Fathers, upon the Temporal Power 
of Kings. | 

This was the occafion of the Oath. We come now to the Con- 
troverfies that arofe upon it; and here muft obferve, ‘ That at firft 
© none refus’d to take it but fuch as in Effe& declared thar thy 
‘ were not the King’s but the Pope’s Subje&ts, and among others 
© who took it was Blackwell ihe Arch-Prieft who wrote in Vindi- 
‘ cation of it, upon which Pope Peal being angry at this Com. 
‘ sliance, of fome of the Evg/i/b Papifts in renouncing the Pose’s 
‘ Temporal and Sovereign Authority over Princes, he iffued his 
‘ Breve, admonifhing all his Liege Subjc&ts (for fo he efteem’d 
‘ all Papifts) utterly to abftain from taking this or any fuch Oatbs, 
© as being diredly contrary to Faith and Salvation. Blackwell and 
© his Followers being brought under this Dilemma, either to own 
‘ themfelves the Pope’s Subje&ts independent ot the King, by 
* which they muft have incurs’d the Penaltys of the Law, or of 
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declaring themfelves folely to be the King’s Subje&ts as to Civil 
Power, by which they muft incur the Indignation of the Pope, 
they hap’d to evade.the Danger by queftioning the Authority of 
the Breve as not coming from the Pope: But he like an Anti- 
chrift, refolv’d to fet bimfelf above all that was called Gud, pub- 
lifh’'d a 2d Breve, affuring them that the former was not a fillitious 
but a true one, writien not only of bis own proper Motion, and of 
his certain Knowledge, but alfo after « long and weighty Delibera- 
tion usd concerning all thefe things which are contain’d in them, 
and that for this Caufe they were bound. fully to obferve them and 
reject all Interpretations perfwading tothe contrary. 

* At the fame time Be//armine wrotea Letter to Blackwell, €x- 
poftulaves with him as if he had Apoftatiz’d from the Faith by 
renouncing the Pope’s Power of Depofing Kings, and earneftly 
exhorts him to refume his former Courage, and to give his Tefti- 
mony to that Grand Article. of the Pope’s Sovereignty in Tempo- 
rals as well asin Spirituals, by fuffering Martyrdom for it: As 
if this was Articulus pendentis & cadentis Ecclefie, as indeed they 


* accounted, and perhaps (fays our Author) they care little “ 
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‘ the reft, but for the fake ot (his ..*ticle, and 2s they fem 
© fubfervient to it. | 

_ Thus the Controverfy ftood be:weon the King ind the Pope, 
and in Vindication of the Royal Righis rhe King, wrove 1, His Apo- 
logy for the Oatb of Allegiance, and to the An{wer. againtt him, he 
replyed in his Premonition to all the moft Mighty Monarchs, Kings, 
Free Princes and States of Chr‘i/tendom, and when afterwards the 
famous Cardinal Perron protefted in an Oration 10 the 3d Eftate of 
France, that be woud rather undergo Martyrdom than Sign this 
Dottrine, which teaches that the Crowns of Kirgs fit fafter on their 
Heads than to be flirred by any Papal Power whatever ; King Fames 
wrote his Remonftrance for the Right of Kings end the Independency 
of their Crowns ; all which Treatifes by that Learned Monarch, 
being Explanatory of the Qath of Allegiance, our Author 
wifhes that thofe who take that Oath woud read them pre- 
vioufly before they takeit: and from all this he infers, that 
his Affertion is fully prov’d, that no Popifh Prince is fur Furis 
but the Pope’s Vaffal, and that confequently to Subje€t ourfélves to 
a Popifh Prince isin eff€& to furrender ourfelves as Slavesto the 
Pope. And therefore our A&t of Setrlement which excludes 
Popifh Princes for ever from the Crown, and entails it folely up- 
on Proteftants of the Royal Line, is in itfelf moft Juft and Rea- 
fonable and a Bleffing too, moft invaluable, nay and fuch a Blefz 
_fing as for the unalterablenefs of which fuch as are Proteftunts 
are highly concerned moft Devoutly to pray,and moft ftrenuoufly to 
maintain it. 

The Reverend Author comes next to account for the Or:der he 
has obferv’d in this Martyrological Hiftory. We have heard that 
it confifts of Two Tomes, each Tome of feveral Parts, and each 
Part of feveral Books, relating to the fame piece of Hiftory, 
He conneéts them fo as to make the Hiftory as Regular as can be 


done of different and independent Pieces, and gives the Reafons of’ 


fome things that occur in the diftin&t Treatifes, which are wor- 
thy to be known. . 

He forefees an Obje€tion, vz. That this Hiftory fhould rather 
have been done in a continued Narration by the fam2 Hand, 
than formed of a Colle&tion of Tratts writ by feveral, To this 
he An{wers, That-tho’ the former Method would have been more 
. regular and beautiful, yet the latter has more Strength, for he 
juftly doubts if the moft Learned of all the Authors in this Col. 
ic€tion, would have been able to — the whole Hiftory in the 
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fame Perfe€tion, as the particular Hiftory he undertook, Befides 
one main End of this Collcétion is to retrieve fuch Pieces relating 
to the Subje€&t asare grown fcarce, or being fmall Tra&ts may have 
the ufual Fate of Pamphlets, which is to be forgotten or loft in a 
few Years. Whereas being thus Colle&ted, they are more like to 
be perpetuated. Headds, that fince the Learned do highly approve 
fuch Collegtions, as appears by thofe of the Greek and Roman 
Antiquitys made by Grevius and Gronovius ; He hopes, that thefe 
more facred Colle€tions of the Noble Confl'&ts of Martyrs, will 
be thought as worthy to be perpetuated in one View. 

After having thus accounted for his Method, he fays fomething 
in general of the Pieces which form the Colle€tion ; The ft is 
Guicciardines Hiftoryof the Papacy. That great Hiftorian is valu- 
ed by all the Learned for his judicious Obfervations and Refic€tions, 
but this Piece in a fpecial Manner, becaufe of his opportunitys to 
know the Subjef&t, being of the Cabinet-Council to one of the moft 
politick Popes that ever filled the Chair. This Teftimony is of fo 
much the greater Weight, becaufe that of a profefled Enemy to the 
Reformation, and the Church of Rome is fo fenfible of this, that 
the Inquifitors do their urmoft to fupprefsit. Hegivesfor near the 
Courfe of 1500 Years, fo juft an Idea of the Rife, Progrefs and 
Height of the Papa/Ufurpation, and of the Caufes which contri- 
buted to it, as is no where elfe to be met with in fo fmall a 
Compafs ; therefore our Author juftly puts it in the Front of his 
Colle&tion,; He has added what was wanting in the Latin, Italian 
and Frencb Editions, which he recovered with great Difficulty, and 
this Curiofity alone makes the thing Valuable. We refer to our 
Author for the Proofs that what's here delivered in Guicciardines 
Name is Genuine, and fhall only add on this Subjeét, that he has 
inferted in the Preface that Fragment which was ftole out of Guaic- 
ciardines 34 Book, alter’d in the Venice Edition, and reftored in that 
of London, relating to the Unnatural Luft of the Lady Lucretia 
with her Father Pope ud/exander the Vith, and her Two Baftard 
Brothers, becaufe.it does not come in fo properly in Gaicciardines 


Hiftory of the Papal Ufurpations. 
The next Piece is Bifhop Barlows Difcourfe of the Principles and 


‘Pofitions the Papacy bas laid down as the Foundation of that Abfo- 


lute Power they affume over Princes, becaufe tho’ not very fcarce ‘tis 
proper to the Subje&t, which that Learned Perfon has’ exhaufted, 
and gives undoubted Proofs of what he faysfrom a vaft Number of 


Ancient Records. 
The 
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The 3d isDr. Die Moulin’s Hiftorical Bifcourfe of Papal Ufur 
pations, by order of King Fames I. again{t Cardinal Perron, wh0 
pretended to’ Anfwer that Princes’‘Bock concerning the Right of 
Kings. The Drs Book was intituled, The Novelty of Popery, 
writ Originally in French, and tranflated into Eng/i/h, but all the 
Englifh Copys being burnt in the Fire of Lexdon, Anno 1666. ’tis 
newly ttanflated from the French. °Tis a Curious and Learned 
piece of Hiftory, which fully proves that Man of Sin the Pope to be 
the firft of the Sons of Pride, and fhews how far their Ufurpation 
advanced here in England, from the Reign of Henry]. to the End 
of Henry iil. 

_ The 4th isa Szpplement added by Dr. Da Moulin’s Learned Son, 
who was Prebendary of -Conterbury, fhewing bow Tame thofe 
Grand Ufurpers became, when oppofed by Princes of Senfe and 
Metal, and particularly the Methods King Edward 1. took to 
bring the Pope and his Vaffals under Subjeétion to the Royal Au- 
thority, and that after the Sratute of Car/iffe, which reftored our 
Kings.to their Ancient Rights, the Popes grew tolerably Quier. 

- The sth isa Piece writ by a Learned hand in the Time of the 
Popifh-Plot, and {carceto be found, call?’d dA fummary Account of 
feveral Dottrines of the Church of Rome pernicious to Princes, and 
of their prattifes Cor ref{pondent to thefe Principles, fhewing farther 
the intolerable Servitude to which Crowned Heads have been reduced 
by Papal Ufurpations, It excellently demonftrates, that thefe Prin- 
ciples and Pra€tices are not peculiar to the Jefuirs, but common to 
Papifts, fo that a Papift gua Papift atting according to his Princi- 
ples cannot be a good Man, agood Neighbour, a good Friend or a 
good Subject. . : 

~ The oth is a Piece intitle, The Cafe of the Proteftants in En- 
gland under a Popith Prince, if any Jhould happento wear the Impe- 
rial Crown. A more demonfirative Proof was never given than is 
to be found in this Book, of the Extreme and Inevitable Mifchici 
that muft be broughr upon a Proteftant Nation by fuch a Prince, 
for what the Church of Rome calls Herefy being the greateft Degree 
of High Treafon according to them, Infamy, Confifcation of Goods, 
and Death itfelf, with all the bitter Ingredients annexed to there 
by the Pontificial Laws, are the penaltys in fuch Cafes infittted on 
the Subje&t from'which “tis not in the Power of the Prince were he 
inclined to it, nor of the Parliament to protect them, This 
was writ to prevent the Succeflion of the Duke of York, whofe 
Poffeffion of the Crown verifyed all that the Author had _ 08 
: Increrore 
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therefore may ferve as a Caveat. to fuch Proteftants iag are for a 
Popifh Succeffor now, | ct fi to t9D10 vd wae 

The 7th is aa Account of the Popes Bulls, which are like fo 
many Machines ready charg’d with Death againft Proteftan:s, and 
Miflionarys ftanding by ready to give fire the very moment their 
Superiors fhali bid them, By thefe Bulls they excommunicate 
Princes, and interdi€&t whole Kingdoms ; by which the former are 
liable to be affaffinated, and the latter to be laid defolate, by Me. 
thds fo barbarous as are beyond Expreflion. Among thete. are the 
Buils againft Henry VIII. and Queen Elizabeth, which ftill remain 
in the Bullariam Magnum unrepeal’d, and therefore ready to be 
executed againft any Proteftant King or Queen of thefe Nations, 
wherever the Pope pleafes. But the Bella in Cana Domini, pub- 
lifhd annually at Rome againft all they call Hereticks, puts the 
Matter beyond doubt, that thefe Machines are always ready to 
give the fatal Blow to Proteftant Princes, _ 

The Second Part of this Colle€tion is Perrzn’s Hiftory of the 
Waldenfes and Albigenfes. “Twas writ in French above an hundred 
Years ago, and tranflaced and printed in Exgli/h in 1624. but here 
tranflated afrefh, becaufe our Language is much alter’d fince that 
time. His Hiftory has always been much efteem‘d by Learned Pro- 
teftants, and is often quoted by the Reverend Dr. dA//ix with great 
Applaufe. It gives a compleat Account of the horrible Devaftations 
and Wars rais’d again{t thofe People by the Popes, under the So- 
lemnity of Croifados, befides ihe more private ways of murdering 
thofe antient Witneffes to the Truth, who as Antichriftianifm gra- 
dually prevail’d in the Weftern World, retir’d into the Wildernefs, 
or the inacceflible plates of the Alps and mountainous parts of 
France, where they lay hid, as was predifted of ’em, for fome 
time, till Antichriit growing to fuch a height that be had Princes 
to be his obféquious Vaffals, he let loofe his Rage upon them. The 
Particulars of thofe Wars, and-of the DiftrefS and Difperfion of 
thofe People, is very well fet out in this Hiftory, as is the {pread- 
ing of the Gofpel by means of that Difperfion thro feveral King: 
doms of Europe, which brought on the Reformation. 

. There we have likewife an Account of their Do€trine, Worfhip 
and Difcipline, which fufficiently vindicates: them from the flan- 
derous Afperfions caft upon them by their Romifh Adverfasys, and 
fully proves that they preferved primitive Chriftianity in Purity 
and Simplicity, notwithitanding all the: Difficultys they labour'd 


under. : 
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-. This may ferve to give the Reader an Idea of the firft Tome of 
heft valuable Coilettions already. publith’d. What follows is the 
lan of the Second, which the Keverend Author defigns to publith 

in due time. 

Part I. is to cantain a Succin€& Hiftory of the Ten Perfecutions 
(ander Rome Papal, Currefpondent to the Ten famous Ones under 
Rowe Ethaic) of the Vawdois, the Defcondants of the old Waldenfes, 
inhabiting the Valleys of the Alps, ccduc’d. rom the primitive to 
the piefent Times. 7. A 

Part H. giving the Hiftory of the Perfecutions in France, after 
the Extermination of the old A/bigenfes, more efpecially that un- 
parallel’d Perfecution of the Proieitants at Franceand Orange, by 
the prefent reach King. This brought dowii ikewile to the pres 
fent Times. bow 4 

Part III, deducing in like manner the Hiftory of Papal Perfecu- 
tions in the Empire and Palatinate, in Bobemiaand Silefia, in Huns 
gary, Tranfilvania and Poland, and the States adjoining to any of 
thefe ; compil’d from many Authentic Memoirs, both printed and 

Manufcript, and carried down to the prefent Times. 

Part 1V. fhewing both the Conftitutiom: and: Cruelty of the In- 
quifition, particolarly in Spare and Portugal, and the Dominions 
thereunto belonging ; Continued to the preiént Times. 

Part V. giving an Account of the Attemprs towards the Deftruc- 
tion and Extermination of the Proteftant Religion in Great Britain 
and Ireland, as alfo of our fignal Deliverance from the fame ; 
which will be continu’d down from the end of Mr. Foxes Martyr. 


~ logy to the prefent Times. 
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A Difcounfe concerning the Refurrettion of Fefus Chrift. Ia Three 
Parts.. Wherein, 1. The Confequences of the Dottrixe are fully 
frated. 2. Ibe Nature and Obligation of Moral Evidences are 
explain'd at large. 3. Ibe Proofs ¥ the batt of our S.viour’s 
Refurredion are propofed, examined, and fairly demonjirated to 
be Conclufive. Together with an Appendix, concerning the im. 
polhble produttion of Thought from Matter and Motion. The 
Nature of Humane Souls and of Brutes. The Anima Mundi, 


and the Hypothefis of the to wav: As alfo concerning the Di- 
vine Providence, the Origine of Evsl, and the Univer/e in gene- 
val, By Humphrey Ditton, Majfter of the New Mathematical 


School 
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School in Chrif?s Hofpital. Printed at London in 1712; and 
fold by A.Bellat the Crofs-Keys' and Bible in Cornhil,end B.Lintot 
at the CrofS Keys betwixt she Two Temple Gates iz Fleetttreet. 
In O&tavo, 568 Pages, befides 16 of Dedication and Preface, . 


HE Book is divided into Three Parts, befides the Appendix ; 
, and all of ’em into Se€tions. °Tis dedicated to the Lord Bifhop 
of Ef.’ Our Author:acquaints his Lordfhip, that his Defign is not 
{o low as a bare Vindication of Chriftianity ; and that he fhould 
have thought it almoft a Cfime to call his Book by that Name, 
fince Chriftianity does not need to be meerly defended after fuch a 
courfé of miraculous Triumphs as Divine Providence has given it 
ever all the vain Reafon and Philofophy, as well.as the Power and 
Malice of the World. » Linea 28Ml2 tne! 
He owns, that when Religion was'young, and open to publick 
Slander and Calumny, the humble *4ethod of- Apology was the 
moft proper and ufeful; but he k= > no reafon now why:we 
fhould apologize for our Faith tott — --.ays of Chriftianity; who 
tho they have a right to civileUfay. =*> not to be ‘treated with 
Form and Ceremony: not fo muci © -aufe Chriftianity: has now 
Sethe Civil Power on its fide, as that it .as conquet’é all Oppofition 
My the bright Evidence of its Truth,-and for fo many Ages has fi- 
~ Tenc’d the ignorance of Gainfayers.: "T'was for’ this reafon that 
be propos'd only: to fer the great Argument of our Saviour’s Refur- 
reCtion in a fair Light, and to fhew them upon what. unqueftiona- 
ble Principles they may~aflure themfélves, if they will, what:the 
Doétrine is true, and fo leaves ic to themfelves to make the »Con- 
clufion as they think fr. : 

He fays, That all-the Anfwers which ufe tobe return’d to-Un- 
dertakings of this kind, are reducible either to Banter or Ridicule, 
or flight RefleStions upon.Matters remote from the grand Point in 
difpute. By thefe Methods, fays our Author, a Controvefly may 
be made perpetual, and they who ufe them, fhew, that’tis neither 
their Intereft nor Defire to have it decided, He obferves that *tis 
lucky for the Enemys of Chriftianity under Chriftian‘Governments, 
that the prudent Care of the Magiftrate has made it unfate for them 
to fay all they’pretend to have to fay againft Reveal’d Religion, 
fince by that means they not only avoid the Difcredit of coming off 
poorly after loud and infolent Boafts, but alfo get the Reputation 
of having fome fhrewd Objeétions in referve, which now, ’tis al- 
ledg’d, they are fore’d co fupprefs for fear of affronting the + 

; ick. 
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Tick... So that thofe Gentlemen ought to think themfelves indebted 
to a Government-for fuch a Favour as the refufing them the liberty 
‘of {peaking and writing as freely as they think, fince fuch a necef: 
fary Reftraint no more deferves the odious Name of Perfecution 
than Perfecution it felf merits the glorious Title of pure Zeal rth 
the Gofpel. 
"He takes notice, that the very indecent Libertys which have been 
taken with Chriftianity, have juftly induced chofe who have Power 
in their Hinds, ‘to take ‘proper Meafures for its Deferce from open 
and rude Affaules;, but he cannot believe that any Proteftant State 
would deny Ulnbelievers of Reveal’d Religion, who thew’d a fin- 
cere Defire of being better inform’d, the liberty of propofing the 
real Scruples of their Mind in a convenient, fober and modeft way; 
And till they have try’d to obtain fuch a Liberty, and been folemn- 
ly refus'd it, he thinks it to no purpofe for them to pretend, that 
their Mouths are {topp’d by the Laws of their Country. For, fays 
he, they may argue without Spleen and fcurrilous Refle&tions, and 
no impartial Perfon would be angry to fee Men fairly endeavour- 
‘ing after a fatisfattory Refolution of their Doubts, in a Cafe 
wherein their Everlafting Happinefs was fo nearly concern'd. 

The Learned Author informs us, in his Preface, that after due 
Confideration, he concluded it was bef to mix the Declamatory 
with the Scri€t way of Reafoning, in fuch parts of the Difcourte 
‘as he thoughtit might be proper fo todo. For had it all been 
compos’d in a rigorous Mathematical Form, it would have given 
‘it fuch a frightful Afpeét, that he would have loft his main Scope 
‘in the Publication with the greateft part of Readers. 

‘He has made it his BufinefS to examine the Refurre&tion of our 
Saviour, that great and fundamental Article of our Faith, with the 
fame Impartiality and Care that he would have done had he not 
“beljev'd it at all, but been only'an indifferent and unconcern’d Per- 
‘fori. Therefore he has no where fcrupled to make fuch Concef- 
“fions a8 appear to be intrinfically juft and reafonable, and agrezable 
to Truth and Matter.of Fa&s Nor has he induftrioufly fuppzefs’d 
any Objection that he really believ’d to deferve notice. And as he 
“has coriceal’d no part of their Strength, he has not fet their Rea. 
fonings in a falfe Light, to make them appear worfe than they are. 
‘He‘has made.afe of no precarious Hypothefis to build any Conclu- 
fions upon, but ftudioufly avoided arguing on doubtful and queftiona- 
~ » bleTopicks,and endeavoar'd to keep clofely to plain Matrer ot Fa&, 


and the Laws and Conftitutions of oe Nature. So that whav 
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ever Confequences be has diawn eitner againft the Deifts, or in 
favour of the Chiiltians, he has done it: only where, according to 
the beft of his Judgment, the Eternal Laws:of Nature and Reafon 
obliged him fo todo, and without ftraining things beyond thofe 
Bounds to which the genuine Scope and the Extent of the Princj- 
ples he argues from would allow him. He thercfore defires no 
better Quarter than that’ his Book. be read and maturely con- 
fider'd. , ! : | 

After this, he offers a few things to thofe who.don’e believe the 
Do&trine he afferts, and may probably read his Work with Preju. 
dice, and perhaps with a defign of Quarrelling, | 

Therefore he defires, 1. That they would take notice, that to. 
wards the clofe of Part III. after he has fum’d up the Evidence, 
and from thence conckuded the Certainty of our Saviour’s Refur- 
re€tion, he has likewife enumerated all -the poflible juft ways by 
which they can attack the Argument. Thus he has fhortned their 
Labour, by giving them a general View of all the Methods to op- 
pofe him, that they might chufe. which they think beft; and he 
has alfo hewn how seady he is to bring this Point to an Iffie with 
them in 4 fober and rational way. .2. He defires that: they will al- 
ways diftinguifh between the Argument itfelf, and any Circum- 
fta ae which. does not properly and immediately influence the Con- 
clufior. : : : 

The Second and Third Parts of the Book are one entire Chain 
of Reafoning ; and the former is only the general Premifes which 
the lazrer concludes from,,: Jf his Adverfarys can find any Defeét in 
the Reafoning that proves the-Conclufion to be unjuft, they gain 
their Points but if they don’t find apy fuch Flaw, and yet difpute 
and’ trifle upon frivolous matters, he fhan’t think it worth his 
‘while to engage them. hy ore attain 
_ 3, He expeéts that whatever they propofe, may be done ina 
diftin& and methodical way ; that. they offer. no precarious Con- 
jectures, meer.Criticifms, Similes.or.liluftrations, .inftead of plain 
downright Argument ; but keep to true Reafoning, and that when 
they once fix upon a Point, they be fure to run it to.a Head, and 
not inglorioufly ‘leave it. for the Subject of future Animad- 
verfions. , , : 

__ He tells us, that he won’t fo much as offer at an Apology fora 
Book of this Kind, confidering the. prefent ftate of Things in the 
Chriftian World, when nothing is talk’d of more, of lels believ’d, ~ 
than the Doétrine here propos’d. We call Jefus Chrift. ay and 
| | aviour, 
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Saviour, repeat the Articles of the Creed, 1d bow to his Name 
with a hund.¢ more fuch Inftances ot ourfide Reverence and De. 
votion, whcn at the fame time there are multitudes amongft us of 
far from cither adoring his Perfon, or bilieving his Gofpel, that ic 
is a Queftion whether his worft Enemys can outdo us ina heinous 
Contempt of both. So that moft People protefs Chriftianiry out 
of compliment to their Country, and to be civil to the Government 
under which they live. 

- To queftion Reveal’d Religion, is now-a-days almoft as necef- 
fary a Step towards the compleating of a Gentleman, as nice 
Breeding and ‘Behaviour, or a good Breck A Wretch that can 
fearce harnmer out the Senfe-of an Author of the loweft Clafs, fers 
up now for’a Critick onthe Gofpel, and every Smatterer in Ma- 
thematicks thinks he is able to demonftrate all to be a Chear. Bur 
furely if the great Patrons of Deifm could never carry their Op- 
pofitions to Chriftianity’ higher than impudent Slander and Re- 
proach, this inferior Train ought to let all pretences to Argument 
and Reafon alone. Scarce was ever any Age fo degenerate as ours, 
fays oir Author, wherein People ger Intereft; Favour,‘ Credit, nay 
even a Livelihood and Subfiltence, as fome of’ -onr exploded itine- 
rant Deifis have. dore upon the'pure Merits of Infidelity. 

The Author takes notice, that while the publifhing of the Book 
was delay’d by unforefeen Interruptions, fome Perfons who pre- 
~tended-to ftand by the Do€trine he had maintain’d, have talk’d 
vety undifcreetly of the'Undertaking,~ Others, faid he, would rather 
betray than vindicate the Dattrine, becaufe he did not prove it all 
along from the New Teftament, as’a Divine Revelation, and 
_ one’ particularly fancy’d, that the Refurrelion was a€tually to be 
demonftrated by Lines. and Figures; and therefore gravely de- 
clar’d, That it was a Shame that-an Article-of the Chriftian 
Faith; ‘and one’of ‘fuct}'Confequence too, fhould ever be treated 
after fuch a mannet, ’’But he woh’e-put' them to the Blufh, by tell: 
ing them; who and'what fort of Perfons' Have-been of a very dif- 
ferent Opinion from them, not only as to the Defign, but as to the 
Performance. |. | ‘a | , 
~ For his own Part, as he‘had nothing in View’ ‘but the Service of 
a Caufe of moft itnporrant Froth; which he ‘was certain could 
never fuffer by being fer in the cleareft Light thar could be; So 
having taken fome Pains to do it, he hopes this Treatife may be of 
fome Lt to candid and knowing Readers, and that they may find 
fome important Points, relating e Natural Religion, ene to 
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their Satisfa&ticn in the Appendix, as well as that great one of Re. 
veal’d Religion in the Body of the Book. © | 
We come nowto the Book itfelf. The Contents of the Firft 
Parr, are, 1. The Argument for the Truth of Chriftianity, drawn. 
from the Refurre&tion of Chrift propos’d and confider’d. 2, What 
Treatment this Do&rine has met with inthe World. 3. The Cafe 
between the Chriftians and Deifts fully ftated.. 4. The Confe. 
quences of: the Doétrine of. the Refurreétion as they affe&t each 
arty. This Part confilts of Thirty-nine Se€tions. In the firft he 
obferves, that fince thofe Arguments drawn from different Topicks 
to prove the Truth of Chrift, confpire in the moft perfe& Manner 
to. convince the World of, its Divine Original, one would. fcarce 
think it pofible that ever the Reafon of Man. fhould’ oppofe ir, 
and therefore he concludes that there’s fomething more than pure 
Infidelity at the bottom of fo long and violent a Conten- 
tion. : ) 7 
If we think on the Excellency of its Precepts, we find them the 
fitteft that is. pofftble. to,,perfwade us they came from Heaven. 
They are alfo worthy. of God, fo beneficial. and improving 
ro Humane Nature, and fo conducive to the Welfare of So 
ciety. dicts | | | 
If we confider the ftrange and {peedy Propagation of it thro’ 
the World, with its Triumph. over the Wir, Policy, Force. and 
Malice of .its formidable, Enemys, by fuch Methods as. Humane 
Reafon would have pronounced the .moft foolifh and abfurd, we 
mutt bere fee the over-ruling Hind of God, which alone could 
give ic fuch aftonifhing Succefs by thofe very Means from which its 
utter Confufion wasto be expefted. = - . Sante dihetieny si 
_ The exa& Accomplifhment of unqueftionable Prophecys .con- 
cetaing the moft ; remarkable Events of the, World, is: a, folemn 
appear to all reafonable Nature,: whether that Reysrian .be . not 
truly Divine, which. contains fuch - plain and wonderful predic- 
In the laft Place, if we confider the Miracles wrought by. our 
Saviour and his Apoftles: in Confirmation. of .this. Doétrine, .thofe 
who call it aa Impofture muft either take Pains to. avoid know- 
ing the Finger of God, or afcribe them to. mean Artifice or 
Diabolical Power, | “ob 63 ihaleeah ries al he tanith oth 
Our Author adds, that the Truth of Chriftianity has been fo 
fubftantially argued, and forclearly proved from .thefe. Topicks, 
that by all the Rules of Right Redfon, *tis plainly abfurd to rejz&& 
| it, 
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it, and that one of them well managed is enough to redtce an 
Adverfary to the greate(t Extremity, provided he be kepr from 
Excurfions, and obliged to anfwer dire€tly to the Purpofe. 

Mr. Ditton tells us, S2€t. 2d. that he waves all thofe Topicks, 
as being more commonly and largely handled already, and makes 
choice of that of our Saviour’s Refurre€tion, whichis the great 
and fundimental Dottrine of Chriftianity, from whence alone the 
Truth of all the reft may be inferred, and is of the greateft Im- 
portance to our prefen: Comfort and future Happinefs. He is ve- 
ry fenfible how ridiculous a Topick this isin the Opinion of the 
Deifts. They treatno Article of our Faich with Civility, but this 
with a particular Severity, and give it no Quarter. 

On this Head heobferves Two things: 1. That tefides the pof- 
fible Danger of taking fuch Liberty with a Dctine of fo great 
Conicquence to themfelves as well as to us, and befides the ill- 
breeding of expofing in fuch Invidious Terms a fundamental Arti- 
cle of our Eftablifhed Keligion, upon which many Men as wile 
as themfelyes lay the whole ftrefs of their Salvationg: Thefe Gen- 
tlemen ought in Honour to confidet, thar as freeas they are of 
their Satyr and Invettive, they have hitherto been very fpating of 
their Arguments. °Tis Ungenerous and iosks poorly for Men to 
ftand at a diftance pelting Religion with little Jefts and Reflections, 
when they have Liberty tocome up as clofe asthey pleafe, and End 
the Difpute.in an Honourable way, 
© LPhere’s another Confidetation which he thinks very much lef 
fens their Honour m this way of Proceeding, viz. That all the 
Wit with which they pretend to expofe Religion is fo icandaloully 
cheap’and cofts them fo little here, whatever it may coft them here- 
after. Lex thefe Gentlemen but confider, thar as Mens vicious 
Lives do too commonly make it their Interelt that Chriftianity 
fhoald’ be a Cheats they: are extreme willing to believe that it 
really is fo, and when once a Subjett is nicely fuited to Peoples 
humour, there needs but little Wir to make a Difcourfe of it very 
Palatable and bring the Speaker off with Applaule; for the Mirth 
and Pleafure of the unthinking part of Mankind, is almoft as 
Blind and Mechanical asthe Motion of'a piece of Clock-work. 
Phey ae {tirt’d and Delighted tho’ they-fcarce’ know with what, or 
to what End and Purpofe. But if you ftrike thera they move as 
other: Matter does as long as the Impulfe laits, efpecially if the 
firing of Religion be roughly touched by the Hand of an Enemy. 
Wicked Nature os Prejudice (like a Chord in ULnifon) prefenily 
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dances to-the Motion, and returns the fame Sound ; and fo. great 
is the Power of Prejudice, even in fome who are Matters of more 
Reafon and Sagacity than the common fort, that maniteft Sophi. 
{try frequently goes down with them for Demontftration, and the 
moft infipid Things, when levell’d at Religion, pals tor delicate 
Turns of. Thought, : hid: 

- 2. He obferves, that this way of affaulting Chriftianity is not 
at-allnew. The modein Deilts may perhaps have improv’d ir, 
but their Predeceflors, in the early Ages of Chriftianity, manag’d 
the Controverfy much in the fame manner. They banter’d the 
~ Doktrine of the Refurre€tion, purfued it with Scofts and Laugh. 
ter, and loaded it with opprobrious Names inftead: of bringing any 
Arguments to oppofe.ir, as may be feen im Origen againtt 
Celfus. gi . sitar (7) 

The Ufe, fays our Author, which we may juftly make of fo 
early an Oppofition to Chriftianity, carry’d on after this manner, 
is very confiderable , For it is evident, that the Learned Greek and 
Invid ‘ous Few had nothing, elfe to fay againft ir. They could nog — 
difprove the matter of Fatt which would have been of incompas 

sably more Advantage to them than all the falfe Philofophy: and 
bad Logick, and worfe Rhetorick, that Ced/is, Pophiry, Fulian, 
or any of that Tribe, employ’d againft Chriftianity, ever did, or 
poffibly coulddo. This, fays our Author, is one good Confirmas 
tion of our Faith, that its worlt. Enemys, im thofe Times when 
they fhould and might have: faid. moft,: faid only that: which-made 
it plain to all the World that they had nothing to the purpofe 
to fay. ; 

; Ont Author tells us, Se&. 3. that having premis’d thefé .things, 
he will proceed to obferve, that this Argument from: Chrift’s Re- 
furreétion, as"tis coneife, it brings the Controverfy intooa fmall 
compa{s, and is decifive,, To.evince this, and: at ithe, fame'time 
to. perfuade each of the contending Partys to’ examin this Doce 
trine which {> nearly concerns them, he tells the Confequences 
which affe€&t both Chriftians and Deifts. He knows of no danger 
Chriftianity can be in from this freedom ; for no Religion which 
is Divine can: need Falfhood to fupport its :therefore without 
fcruple he makes ‘fuch Conceflions. as Juftice, and Truth:.re 

uire. : fe ed Soro Hee Me 
3 Se&. 4. He comes to the Confequences of this Doétrine with 
refpect to Chriftians. 1. If it be true, then the Decifion muft be 
in their favour, that their Religion is Divine, that Chrift came 

into 
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into the Wo:ld te do the Work he was fent for, becaufe Heaven 
would never have given an Impoftor fuch glorious Credentials as 
a Refurreftion, which nothing but Omnipotence could accomplifh ; 
and if Chrift had a divine Miffion, all his Do€rine is true, and his 
Laws pen on Mankind. 

2. All the Promifes of the Gofpel relating to the Eniovme 
a future Life, will be fulfill’d to ae 8 igre . 
-)g- Chriftians are not only perfeGtly fecure in fubmitting to the 
Laws of Chrift, but the wifeft Men in the World for fo doing, 
becaufe whatever Inconyeniencys attend the prefent difcharge of 
their Duty, they are fure of a future Reward. 

- Then he comes to the Confequences with refpe& to Deifts, 

_ 1. They not only lofe their Caufe, but their eternal Happinef 
becaufe while they perfift in their Infidelity they are liable to all 
the Threatnings of the Gofpel, which will be as certainly executed 
as the Premiies fulfill’d. This fhould make them cautious of 
not venturing coo far, and put’em upon the molt ferious Thoughts 
and Enquirys. ‘ 

2, If this Do€trine be true, the Deifts are oblig’d, in order to 

avoid this Danger, to receive the Do&trines of the Gufpel, and to 
{ubmit to its Injun@ions. They muft throw off all quibbling and 
difputing, and believe whatever they find plainly reveal’d in the 
Gofpel, without ufing themfelves to judge of the Ways of God too 
much by Human Rules and Meatfures, 
- [n'$2&. 4. He draws this Corollary.from hence, That fince thofe 
Gentlemens Dunger is very great upon the Hypothefis of this Doc: 
trine’s being true, they muft either have clear and conviacing 
Proofs to themfelves that it isnot true, or even likely to be true, 
oz their Peace under that Uncertainty is not the Peace of wife 
Men, but like the Charms of an Opiate to a condemn’d Malefac- 
tor, which make him forget the Terrors of an Execution-day, till 
Death awakes him.ont of his Fools Paradife. If the Geotlemen 
who-deny: Chriftian Revelation have fuch convincing Reaforis, why 
don’t they produce them? this would give lefs Offence to the 
World, and not be fo difparaging to themiclves as the Methods 
they now take ; but fince they produce no fuch Reafons, ’tis ratio- 
nal to conclude that they have none. 

Our Author, Se& 6. puts the Cafe the other way, and chufes 
what: will follow upon the Suppofition that the Dottrine of our 
Saviour’s Refurreftion isnot true. Thefe Confequences are, 


1, That 
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‘1. That the Caufe of Chriftianity muft be given. up, as that 
which neither deferves nor is capable of any Defence; tor if that 
Doftrine, which is the Foundation of all, be falfe, the reft muft 
be only a Delufion, and fo may be abandon’d without Scruple. 

2. As the Deifts have nothing to fear from the Threatnings, nog 
Chriftians any think to hope from the Promifes of the Gofpel. 

3. It muit be granted, that thofe Perfons who reject Chriftianity 
are much wifer and happier in many refpe&ts than thofe who em. 
brace it. : 

_ To prove this he confiders, Se€t. 7. The Miferys and Sufferings 
of all forts attending the Profeffion of Chriftianity in the World, 
Our Saviour fairly told his Difciples at firft what they were to ex- 
peét uponthat Account. The Apoftles inculcated the fame things 
viz. That all thofe who would-live Godly in Chrift Jefus, muft 
{uffer Perfecuticn. And thefe Predi&tions have been abundantly 
fulfili’d, The Men of Power and Grandeur oppos’d Chriftianity 
with open Force and Violence; the Men of Wit and Learning af: 
faulted it by fubtle Difpurtations and malicious Harangues; and 
Human Invention has f{carce ever been fo luxuriant in any one. In- 
(lance, as in contiiving Ways to fhed the Chriflians Blood, whereas 
the Sufferers foften the Rage of their moft favage Perfecurors: by 
Prayers and Forgivenefs, rejoic'd in him for whofe Name they fuf: 
fer’d, and concluded with triumphing over Death itfelf; So that 
St. Paul did with reafon conclude, that If in this. Life only Chrifz 
— have llope in Chrift, they are of all Men the mof? mi- 
erable, 4a war i - 
f Tis true, fays:our Author, the Scene is chang’d, and Chriftiani- 
ty isin many parts of the World proreéted by the Secular Power ; 
but ic is the fame Religion ftill, and the World has the fame Eix 
mity againft it, which would produce the fame Effc:€ts, if he. who 
ftills the Kaging Sea, and bridles the Fury and Madnefs of the Peo- 
ple, did not fer: Bounds to it... Nowever; thofe who believe’ ithe 
Gotpel are bound by a general Law to°expe€t and: prepatecfor 
Sufterings.. eereecee qf ¥807 Faeu 

Set. 8, Gur Author tells us, 2, That as Chriftians are thus ex- 

pos’d to the Hatred of the World, they are alfo obliged to perform 


all the Dutys, and to fubmit to-all the Difcipline which the Gol- 


pel enjoins, whereas the Deifts by their Principle efcape all this 

Toil, and free themfélves trom any. fort of ‘Itmpofitions that-.would 

clog them inthe World ; whereas the- Laws of -Chrift command a 

{trict Government of our Thovghts and Paflions, as well as ae 
: A outwar 
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outward ‘Behaviour, and require Selt denial in very difficult In- 
“ftances. Nor are our Thoughts and Cares to be center’d folely in 
our felves, but a Share of both allow’d to our Neighbour. 

Seét. 9. He obferves, that as all thefe fublime and abftra&ted 
Dutys are plainly calculated to prepare us for a future Happiness ; 
‘if the Gofpel be an Impofition, they are burdenfom Impofitions on 
Mankind. For tho Chriftianity be fo contriv’d asadmirably to ferve 
‘the Ends and Purpofes of a Temporal Felicity, by curbing thofe 
‘Paffions which occafion the Misfortunes that Men complain of {o 
heavily, and {trengthens the Obligations of the Law of Nature. 
Whar fignifys all this to thofe fublime and retir’d Dutys of abfo- 
lute Refignation to the Divine Will ; of crucifying the Flefh, and 
living by Faith, if Chriftianity be a Cheat? An exa&t and perpetual 
difcharge of Moral Dutys will be fufficient to preferve all Societys 
in a happy and flourifhing State, and to eftablifh a Man’s own 
private Peace and Repofe in the World. But thofe fublime Dutys 
abovemention’d are calculated to prepare us for a glorious Lite tu 
come... pie / : 

To conclude then, fays our Author, Who. are the happy Men 
upon the prefent Hypothefis? Thofe who live free from the fevere 
Labours and Toils of a multitude of very coftly Dutys, giving their 
Paffions and Appetites all the Scope that the Law of Nature will 
fairly allow of; or thafe who are thus bridled and conned, and 
{pend precious Time in the Dutys of a rigorous Service which will 
never be of any Advantage to them. 
~~ Se&. 10. Our Author defires he mzyn’t be mifunder{tood, as if 
he were for throwing of all regard to the Laws of Nature in the 
prefent Lite, upon the Suppofition that we have no Rewards to 
expect hereafter ; and that Men may be as Licentious as they 
‘pleate, if there be no View of future Happinefs and [mmortality : 
For he declares, he is far from imagining that our Obligations to 
“any of the common Dutys of Morality and Natural Religion, 
‘would, upon this Suppoficion, be cither weaken’d or taken away. 
For, | 
a.'Itis in itfelf reafonable that we fhould own the Sovereign 
Author of our Being, and thank him for the innumerable Benefits 
‘we receive in the prefent Life, even without Expectations of fu- 
ture Reward. Thefe Dutys which are founded upon God's Creation 
and Prefervation of us, and his Providential Difpofal of the Blef- 
fings of the prefent Lite, ‘are of a fure and lalting Obligation, and 


while Human Nature continues; they mutt needs be of torce. The 
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‘which fo much difturb a happy Lifé both, jn publick and private. 
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taking away the Hop of a future Reward, can no more take off 

our Onligations to the Praétice of thefe, than the having no Prof: 
& of a fecond or third Mercy can difcharge us from the Duty of 
eing thankful for a firft which we now a€tually enjoy. _ . 

». As for the Pra€tice of Moral Virtues, a Man’s-own Temporel 
Felicity, and the well-being of Human Society, do neceffarily re- 
quire a nice and ftri&t Obfervance of ‘ym. | 

Se&. 11. Our Author, begins fome general Refleftions upon 
what he has faid concerning the Nature of the Chriftian Reli- 

ion. : 
, 1. "Tis plain, favs he, that *tis admirably well adapted to the 
reftifying all the Diforders éf Human Nature, and the Improving 
ic with all fuch Virtues and Qualifications as are neceffary to ren- 
der it truly beautiful. 

2. That it will appear to every impartial Confiderer to have a 
dire€t Tendency to qualify us for a future bieffed State. This he 
illultrates by a brief Rationale of the Three principal Dutys en- 
join’d by Chriftianity. And, ~ 

1. As to the Life of Faith. If it be fo that we are defign’d for 
a State hereafter, different from what we are now in, and where 
we {hall be difpos’d.of for ever ; how fit and reafopable is it that 
we fhould accuftome our felves to ferious Thoughts of it before- 
hand, that our Minds fhould be thorowly convinced of the certain 
Truth and Reality of fuch a State, and particularly of the gloti- 
ous and happy Circumftances of righteous and, holy Perfons there ? 
For fuch a Convigtion of the Mind is the moft natural way to fet 
all other good Principles at work, and to bring us to fuch a Tem. 
per and Converfation as may be in fame meafure conformable to 
the Life we fhall live in that World. The Underftanding muft 
always be perfuaded before we can proceed to any juft and regu- 


lar Aétion. .. , | A eRe od Goth tie : 
" Befides a habit of ferious Believing, Meditation is the properelt 
Means to make the future State familiar to us, and fo to wear off 
the frightful Apprehenfions of pafling into a Wosld wholly un- 
known. Thig is infinigely, better. than. taking a Leap in the dark with 

-2. It cannot be imagin’d, that in. the State of perfe& Happinefs 
Men fhould be taken up. in. mean and pitiful Conyerfations, with 


- Things, of fo vile and unfatisfying a Nature as they- are employ’d 


about here in this World, nor retain any of thof¢ bafe Paflions 
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How reaionable a Duty then is Mortification to curb the Extra- 
vagancy and after the Bent of finful Difpofi-ions? And is it not 
the right way to begin now, fince our Inclinatious muft te fo re- 
ee an our way of Converfe and Fruition fo chang’d here 
after ? ! 

3. The Exercife of that univerfal“Love and Charity which the 
Gotpel obliges us.to, ‘has likewife a dire&t Tendency to the Great 
End we are {peaking of, becaufe this naturally tends to carry off alf 
that Sowerhefs and Malignity of Temper, thar Bafe and Selfifh 
Ditpofition which is fo contrary to the Heavenly Srate. 

He. comes in S:€&, 14, to give an Account of the Origin of Deifm, 
and fuppofes it to proceed trom this, that the Deifts are not wil- 
ling to endure any Curb of Reftraint upon them in the profecution 
of their Defigns to -b§ happy in this World, bur endeavour to the 
utmoft of their powet'to gratify themfelves with whatever at any 
time they believe to make for their Repofe, or the Entertainment 
of their Puffions. | 

All the Phenomena of Detfm may be folv’d by this, without 
any more ado:: For hence it prefently follows, That whatever 
_ftands in the way to crofs fuch a Refolution, they wili heartily 
and vigoroufly oppofe. . Therefore the Gofpe! which abridges this 
Liberty, and obliges them to a ftri&t and felf denying Life, and a 
ready Submiffion to all the Sufterings which the Power and Malice 
of: the World. may at any time infli&t for the profeffion of it, muft 
o courfe be deny’d by thofe Men to be of Divine Reve- 
ation. a“ 

Our Author fays, Se&t. 17 that he does not affert this to be the 
only poffible caufe of Deifm, for he believes it poffible that a Man 
may be a Dcift upon meer fpeculative Principles, natural Pride 
and Conceit, wrong Notions of Human Natures and particularly 
of the Power of the Underftanding, by which Men fet up for an 
abfolute Judge of all things; and Avan down tor a Rule, (which 
is demonftrably a fallacious one) That nothing is true which she 
Mind cannot comprehend by its own natrve Force. As it an infinite- 
ly Wife and Profound Bving ought never to fay any thing to fuch 
Creatures as we are, but what we-fhould prefently take, and pene- 
trate into all the Reafons of it: And as if it were any more unht in 
_ the Nature of Things, or unbecoming the Perfe€tions of God, to 
propote unfearchable Myfterys ‘to the Underftanding, than to im- 
pofe Laws on the Will and Affe€tions. From thete and fuch like 
caufcs, fays our Author, fome sag St have otherwile a regard 
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52 Che Tdiorks of the Leaunen, , 
to Virtue and common Moralitys, may be led into inveterate Pre. 
judices againft, Chriftianicy, for fetting themfelves to try its Doc. 
trines and Myfterys by their own falfe Rules; and finding they 
will not {quare with them, they prefently condemn them as ab- 
{urd and irrational ; and thus: by. the means-of one Fundamental 
Blunder they reje&t Chriftianity as. an Impofture. But our Author 
{uppofes this to be the cafe of fews and,’tis poflible that others 
who approve and praétife the Morality of the Gofpel, as far as it 
keeps pace with the Law of Nature, may. yet think the inward 
and abftra&ted Dutys it enjoins too cumberfom, and perhaps fuch 
an unreafonable Tax upon Mankind, as an infinitely Merciful God 
{according to their Notions of ‘infinite Mercy) would never impofe. 
And tho this Error arifes: from a Principle very different fiom the 
former, yet’tis as bad, and fticks as faft. Wrong Notions of the 
Government of God ase not lefS pernicious than an overweening 
Conceit of the Power of Human Underftanding. Our Author fays, 
with refpe€tto thefe Gentlemen on both fides, That when they 
have carefully corre€ted their Notions of the Supreme Eeing by 
what is demonffrable of :his infinite Perfe€tions ; and when they 
have likewife re&tify’d their Schemes about Human Nature, accer- 
ding to what plain Fa&{ and kxperience fhews to be undeniably 
true of it; Then thefe Objections againft Chriflianity will ceafe. 
And this is all the Anfwer he thinks is owing to ’em. 

_ . Qar Author, Se&. 18, tells us, That notwithfianding all thofe 

Conceffions of things that may be, the cafe is quire alter’d when 

we {peak of what is, moft likely .to be, And here; tho the Sen- 
fual and feeming Rational Deift agree in exclaiming againft fome 
Do&trines of Chriftian Religion, which they pretend to be contra- 
di€tory to Keafon, or elfe objet againft fome trivial Corruptions 
and Abufes of the Canon, which they call infolvable, becaufe they 
don’t know how, or care not to attempt the Solution of ‘vm, tho 
they pardon every day much greater ones in profane Authors; he 
takes the freedom to tell °em, That there are Reafons enow to be- 
lieve that the Precepts and Prohibitions of the Gofpel are the parts: 
of it which offend them moft... For, as he obferves, S<&. 19. few 
People refent Affronts to their Reafon, fo much as Impofitions on 
their Liberty; and in pure neues of Mind, Controverfys are 
feldom manag’d with fo much Virulence as has been done on 


their fide. Then he takes notice, that they treat our Religion in 
general much worfe than they do that of Mahomet, which they 
own as well as we to be anImpofture. He infilts upon th 
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Se€ti20; where he proves Mahomet to be an Impoftor ; and asks the 
Deifts, Set. 21. If ever they have prov’d Cariltianity to be fuch ? 
And it they have not, he cemands, Se&. 22. Why they raife fuch 
a Cry again{t Chriflianity rather than againft Mahometifm? This 
le fays, will always look Sufpicious, when they bear fo hard upon 
Chriftianity, which ftriQly enjoins the Pra&tice of Virtue and Piety 
and yet touch Mahometifm fo flighdy, which makes an Am-nds 
for its Abfurditys by the plentiftl Allowances it makes to Fleth 

- and Blood. - 

He tells the Deifts, Sect. 23, That fince they pretend to be great 
Patrons of the Law of Nature, Chriftianity would be of fignal 
Advantage to them in the Pra&tice of th-ir own Natural Religion, 
to’ which they are not fo firmly bound by their own Principles as 
Chriftians are by their belict of the Gofpel. 

For if the Deifts look upon the Law of Nature only as the re- 
fult of Education, Example, Cuftom, or the like, ’tis but a flen- 
der Guard upon a Man’s A€tions, fince this Notion-leaves him at 
full liberty to determine 1ight or wrong, juft as his Inclination, 
Jntreft, or Opportunity prompt him. We know, fays he, That 
fome of the modern Oppofers cf Chriftianity have efpous’d thofe 
Principles as the neceflary Confequence of their Schemes, which 
take away all intrinfical diftin€tion betwixt Good and Evil, and 
make no other difference between them, than what Time, Conve- 
nience, or the Humours and Pra€tices of Men do’make: So that 
Good is chang’d into Evil, or Evil into Good, by the meer aitéra- 
tion of external Circumftances. Tis therefore reafonable that fuch 
a Scheme fhould be the abhorrence of Mankind, fince at this rate 
Men may be gui'ty of the worft Crimes, and yet reckon them- 
felves innocent when they have done; for they have nothing to 
fear but the Laws of th2 Society; and if they can avoid them, 
they are prepar’d to trample upon all other Oodligarions wh'ch by 
the common Confent of all People have ever been held Sacred and 
Joviolable. 

Belides, whatever thofe Gentlemen make of the Law of Na- 
ture, fince they are againft Reveal’d or Writicn Laws, *tis all lockt 
up in their own Breafts, and liable to be difpenc’d with, abrogated, 
expounded or accommodated to their prefent cafe as they pleafe ; 
fo that they fet up in themfelves an arbitrary and tyrannical Go- 
vernment, which they fo jaftly condemn in Nations, 
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He tells us, Se€t. 24. That there's a very great difference in 
the cafe with refpe& to Ciriiiians, For, | 
1. They believe the Law of Nature to bea Divine Impreffion on 
‘the reafonable Nature of Man, by which he is intorm’d whar is 

Good and Evil, and dire&ted how to behave himielt; fo that when 
*-is lookt on as a Law of God, fuch a fenfe of it is more likely to 
awe Men into a ferious regard, to it, than that flight Opivion the 
Deifts have of it. | ‘ 7 

2, They believe this Law to have a San&tion of Rewards and 

Punifhments, with refpe€ not only to this buc a tucure Lite, 

3. Tis exprefly writ in a Book which they efteem as a Divine 

Revelation. at hid 

In the next place, fuppofe the Deifts believe it to be a Divine 

Law, the Obligations of it are {till much ftronger on Chriftians 

than upon chem, for ’tis taken into the Body of Chrili’s Laws, 

which Chriftians have receiv’d from him, and believe to be of Di. 

vine Authority, with the Improvements and Explications he has 

made of it, and urged upon all them that. embrace his Religion , 

So that this new Obligation which lies upon them muft be as much 

more powerful than that which refpeéts Deifts or others, as the 

Bleffings of Redemption are fuperior in their Opinion to the come 

mon Bieffings of Nature. | 

The Corrollarys which our Author draws from hence, Seft. 26. 
are, asa 
1, That there’s a better Secutity for the exact and punctual dif. 
charge of all moral Dutys from thofe who believe the Gofpel, 
than from thofe who don’r, : UB 
2. That as far as the ftrongeft Engagements to the Pra€tice of 
moral Dutys can be fuppos’d to have an Influence on the Peace and 
, good: Order of the World, or the Welfare of any particular Socie- 
‘ty; fo far is it likely that thofe who embrace the Chriftian Reli- 
gion fhould be better Members of Society, and more utcful in all 

Relations, than thofe who difown the Divine Authority thereof. 

. Se€t. 27. He takes notice of an Inference made by the Deitts, 
viz. That Chriftians will be as liable to feveral Punifhments it the 
Gofpel be falfe, for giving religious Worthip to Chrift which God © 
never appointed. He obferves, Se€t, 28. That they are fond of 
this Notion, and urge it with brisknefs: But replys, 3, That ’cis 
nothing to the purpofe. 2. That as to the Deitts “tis abfolutely 
precarious. 3. Tha, ‘tispalpably falfe and wrong. 
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does not benefit their own Caute ; for fuppofing it to be tue, that 
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- Se&k. 29. He proves thar "tty nething to the purpofe, becaufe it 


the Chriftians are in fuch danger, it does not hinder the force of 


our Argument againft them. 

_ Se&. 30. He fhews this Objc€tion to be difingenuous ; for the 
Cafe is thus: The Chriftians thew how peremptory the Threat- 
nings of the Gofpel are againft thofe who contemn it3 theretore 
the Deifts ought to difprove their Reafons, beture the: can avoid 
the fenfe of the Danger, and not fatisfy themfelves with retorting 
an unkind Anfwer to a kind Admonition. 

| Set. 31. He fhews this Reafoning of the Deifts to be abfolurely 
precarious, they pretend no Revelation for it ; nor can they prove 
trom the Divine Perfe€tions the neceffity of any {uch Punithmenr 
upon us. Some Sins they alledge God will gracioutly forgive, elfe 
what would become of them as well as of us: And they fay, He 
will forgive without any Satisfa€tion or Atonement, otherwitt 
their Cafe would be as bad ftill, fince they deny Savionrs or Sacii- 
fices for Sins: And they may be fure if there be a Saviour, he will 
not make ’em Hippy again{t their Wills. Then fiace every Sin is 
an Affront to God, and thefe Gentlemen believe that fome (hall be 
pardon’d, but Know not which, *tis impoflisle they cin form this 
peremptory Conclufion, That Chriftians will be punith’d tor what 
they here lay to their charge, 

Se&t. 32. “Tis natural to conceive, fays Mr. Dutton, that the 
Deifts will ask, Why they fhould not be excus’d from Punifhmenr if 
Chrift’s RefurreGtion fhould prove true, fince they are not willingly 
miftaken no more than we? To this he replys, That they mutt of 
neceflity allow, us to be much furer upon one Hypothefis how Mart- 
ters will go.with them if they are miltaken, than they can pretend 
10 be as to the Confequence of our Deceprion. For if our Doc- 
trine be true, then here is.a Divine Revelation which pronounces 
the: Sentence of Unbelieverss whereas on their fide, if our Doc- 
trine be true or falfey there’s no Revelation to fhew what Chriftians 
are to expedt from Divine Juftice. He tells em, Se€t. 33. Thar 
"tis not fafe for them to truft to their Notions of the Mercy and 
‘Goodnefs of God, as if his Threatnings were only to fcare them, 
and keep ’em to their Duty ; for fince they have not perform’d it, 
they huve reafon to fear his Threatnings will take hold of em. If 
God has reveal’d his Will, we have fomething to truft to there; 
and ’tis unpardonable Prefumption to fancy he will not do what he 


has pofitively faid he will, fince he annexes Threatnings as well as 
Promifes 
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Promifes to enforce the Obedience of his Laws, ..’tis' for. the: Ho- 
nour of his Government to fee the one fulfll’d as well-as the other, 
to fecure his Laws from Contempt. | : 

In the Third place, our Author tells. the Déifts; Se€t, 34. That 
their Obj: €tion is fo far trom being true, that’tis apparently falfe, 
viz. That they are vattly more expos'd if our Do&trine be true than 
we can beiftir fhould prove fulfe.: © yb Sees od] , 

For, 1. He proves, Seft. 35. That if ours be true, the Deifts 
are obnoxious to the Law of Nature and the Gofpel too, and muft 
fuffer as Tranfgreffors of both, Surely if unpardon’d Sins againtt 
the Law of Nature will bring down heavy Vengeance on the Sir- 
ner’s Head, Sins of fo deep a dye againft Gofpel will bring down 
Seven fold, | 

2. lf Chriftians be miftaken, they are only accountable: to the 
Law of Nature; So that their Cafe is much lefs dangerous than 
that of the Deifls. 

3. There are fome heinous and very aggravating Circumftances 

in the Incredulity of the Deifts, which are not inours. They 
have made horrid work with all that reiates to the Gofpel, and 
prefum’d to make their Remarks on the Birth, Life, Death and 
Refurreét on of Chrift, the Miflion. of the Holy Ghoft, the Infpi- 
rationof the Apoftles, and the Miracles wrought to confirm the 
Truth of the Chriftian Faith, in fome of which they have outdone 
the Scribes and Pharifees, ard have treated our ‘Saviour fo as the 
Mahometans, who call him-the Word and Power of God, would 
not bear. So that the Deifts have all this to account for over and 
above their grand Miftake.. Not content to deny the Divine Au- 
thority of the Gofpel themfelves, they have propagated their Pre- 
judices againft it in the molt invidious and ungratefulsmanner, and 
open’d as many Mouths to rail at the Author of it as they could, 
with all Rancour and. Malice: So thar if Chriftians be mittaken in 
this grand Point,. there’s nothing of this black and heinous Nature 
in their Offence.. It confilts only in a wrong-ptac’d Devotion, and 
if their Do&trine be true, the Deifts have retus’d to pay Worfhip 
where ’tisdue, and made the Son and Meflenger of God an Im- 
poftor. ‘Befides, if Chriftians be miftaken, they have never made’ 
~ any worldly Advantages by their Miftake, ‘but’ on ‘the contrary. 
have expos’d themfelves to greater Sufferings than any other fort’ 
of Men; whereas ’tis quite otherwife with the Deifts, for they 
make their Principles to ferve them to many ufeful Purpofes.in 
~ poists . ; this 
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this Life, which makes their Cafe the leis compaffionable fhould 
they be in a Miftake. 

Se&. 39. and the laft of this Firft Part, our Author tells the 
Deifts, That the -great Point which fhould employ our beft 
Thoughts and Care on both fides is, Who have the mot {olid and 
rational Grounds to fupport their Belief. This is of the utmoft 
Confequence to both, becaufe hy the Eternal Laws of Ju(tice and 
Reafon the Author of all Things will obferve in dealing with his 
Creatures, the Punifhments infi&ted on Men for their bad Conduét 
in the Matters of their Salvation, will be proportion’d to their 
want of Care and Diligence to inform themfelves aright, and to 
argue rationally upon thefe Informations, and therefore that thofe 
Perfons are certain to fare the worft who have examin’d things 
the leaft, made the leaft obvious Dedu€tion from them, and gone 
furtheft out of the way, of all the Methods of Keafoning univer. 
fally receiv’d among Men, either to believe what they ought noc 
to have belicv’d, or to make themfelves Unbelievers, in a cafe 
where their Faich was requir’d. 

From whence Mr, Button draws this Corollary, That if the | 
Chriftians have a more fair.and rational Plea to make at la{t before | 
the Divine Tribunal for their belief of the Refurre&tion of Chrift 
(fuppofing it to be a Fiction) than the Dzifts can make for their 
Infidelity, fuppofing the Refurrection to be a real Truth, thofe 
Gentlemen wll be more fadly exposd if the Refurrecticn 
of Chrift be a Truth, than the Chriftians can be if it prove to be 
otherwitfe. | | 

Therefore they ought to enquire with all poffible Care into the 
Grounds of their denial of this important Point, and comparing 
their Reafons with ours, to fee whether they don’t deviate vattly 
more from all the Methods of Reafoning univerfally approv’d and 
eftablifh’'d among Men by their Denial, than Chriftians do by their 


Affent. 


The Second Part contains the general Principles on which tha 
Doctrine of Chrift’s Refurrection is founded. The Contents are, 
1, The Nature of an Evidence which is obligatory to Human Un- 
derftanding. 2. Concerning Moral Evidence and Certainty. 3. The 
differences betwixt this and Mathematical Certainty. 4. Vne Ore 
ligatory Nature of Moral Proofs. 5. The abfurd and iotolerable 
Confequences that follow upon the taking away or dif wning fica 
Evidence. we 
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Our Author argues in the Firt place, That there is fuch an Evie. 
dence for Chrift’s Refurrection“as actually thduces, an’ Obligation 
on all Men,.to.whom ‘tis faiq]¥-propos’d, and who are capable of 
arguing upon it after a due manner, to give their Affent to it as a 
certain Truth; and that “tis uttetly impceffible that the Supreme 
Governor of the World fhould:cver countenance a notorious Falfe. 
hood with fuch an Evidence. From which he infers this Conctu- 
fion, Thar the D @rine of Chrift’s Refurre&tion is, not a Delufion, 
but a certain Truth. But. wé -pafs over this Second Part, for fear 
of fwelling this Exttaét beyond the compafs of our Defign, and 
come to the Thiid, which contains the Proofs for the Faét 01 Chrifi’s 
Refurre€tion. pee. 

The Contents of it are, 1. Some general Things wherein Chrif- 
tians and Deifts agree. 2. Concerning the Writings of the Evan- - 
gclifis, or firft Chriftian Hiftorians, 3. The Evidences for the 
Fa& of Chrift?; Refurre€tion, :propos’d and examin’d. 4. A De- 
monftration, that this Evidence has all the Conditions which oblige 
Human Underftanding to yield its afient,. 

The general Things wherein Chriftians and Deifts agree are, 
1. That there was fuch a Perfon as Chrift, born’ at Berh/ebem tn 
Fudea in the Reign of Auguftws Cefar, and crucify’d at Ferufalem 
in the Reign of Tiberizs, Potius Pilate being then the’ Roman Go- 
vernor. Mr. Ditten oblétves, that moft Se€ts and Partys of Men, 
who haveever heard of Chriftianity, do commonly agree in this. 
The Mahometans own it, only they fancy, out of an excefs of Re- 
{pe& to our Saviour, that he was taken up‘into Heaven himfelf, 
and that only fome Image. of him was crucify’d in, his room ; by 
which the Fews as well as Chri/fiams were impos’d upon, and made 
to believe that he fufter’d when in reality he did not. The Fews 
they know it to be true, and are free to own it ; Their calling bim 
by by the reproachful Name of the Perfon that was hang’d, and us 


the Servants of bim that was bang’d, is fofficient to prove this. _ 


Here our Author has a very large and learned Diflertation upon the 
controverted Paflige in Fofeghus, Antig. Judaic. Lid, 18, Cap. 4. 
concerning the Lite, Miracles, Crucifixion and Refurre€tion of 
Chrift ; and vindicates it againft all Objeftions, for which we re- 
fer to him, 

After this our Author comes to the Teftimonys of Pigin Writers 
concerning our Saviour. And, 1. Sweton in Claudio calls him by the 
Name of Chreffvs, which was better known to the Latins and 


Greeks than that of Chriflus, 2, Tacitas,;who Ana, Lid.15. maeptions 
: the 
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the Death of Chrift, and the Emperor ‘Iyderixs, and the Governor 
Pilate, unter whom he fuffur’d. 3. Lucian de Morte Peregrini 
mentions our Saviour’s infamous Death, jcars him vpon thai ac- 
count, and the Chriftians for worfhipping tuch a God. 4. Fudan 
the Apoffate owns. his. Death, but endeavours to Iclizn the R putas 
tion of his Life and Miracles, as we find in Cyril, Alexand. contra 
Fulian, Lib. 6. §. Philoftratus and Hierocles, not being able to 
eclipfe the Glory of Chrift’s Miracles, fet up Apollonmus Tyaneus 
again{ft him. But above all the reft, Ce//us makes the larec{t and 
moft particular Conceffions about Carift, confeffes the truth of his 
Nativity, his Journy into Egypt, his pafling trom place to place 
with his Difciples, his Miracles, his being betray’d, and laftly his 
Death and Paffion. ees 

2. Befides thefe Particulars own'd by the greateft Enemys of 
Chriftianity, our Author belicves it will be granted, that quickly 
after Chri(t’s Death there was.a Party of Men in Fadea who tefti- 
fy’d his Refurrection with the utmoft Affurance, and in the moft 
spublick Manner, ‘to all forts of Perfons wherevér they came, ard 
even to the Jews themfelves, the moit inveterate Enemys of Chriit 
and his Followers. This we have from the Evangelifts and Apo- 
ftles, whom, fays our Author, [ quote at prefent only as Hifto- 
rians, telling their own Knowledge, that fuch Things were affzited 
and firmly believed by multitudes concerning Jefus; fo that a¢t 
that he isto be fatify’d in for the Argument, is, Whecher thefé be 
their Genuine Writings which go under their Name, and contain a 
true Account of what they declar’d to the World concerning thefe 
great Matters. 

To prove that itis fo, he firft lays down, that they would not 
fail of ufing the moft eficétual Means tor propagating and perpe- 
tuating a Dodtrine which they fo zealouily efpoufed, and for that 
end commit itto Writing. This is but Rational, and what may 
‘be expeCted from the Policy and Care of the Founders of any Se& . 
and there are {uch Proofs to evince that the firft Founders of Chrif- 
tianity took this Method, that it can no more rationally be denied, 
than that ever there was fuch a Perfon as Chrift, which would put 
a {peedy end to the Controverfy. 

2. While the Apoftles liv’d, ’twas impoffible any thing fhould 
be put upon the World as their Doétrine or Writing which was not 
fo, without being detetted by themfelves, who traveli’d far and 
wide thro the World to fpread the Gofpel, and tock Cognifince of 
ahe State of Chriflianity wherever they came. 

H 2 3. The 
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3. The fame is to be faid of that Space of Time during which 
the Autographa or Original Manufcripts of the Apoftles and Evan. 
gelifts were preferv’d in the Church, for they were always at hand 
to confulr, fo that the Attempts of Impoftors to corrupt them 
would have been in vain. Terral de Prafcript. adverfus Here. 
dicos, intimates as if fome of em had been preferv’d till his time, 
which was the Latter end of the fecond or beginning of the third 
Century. This is no ways improbable, fince the learned World 
can give unanf{werable Inftances of the Hand writing of fome Au- 
thors preferv’d for a much longer time. 

4, No particular Party or Se&t of Chrifttans could poffibly im- 
pofe upon the reft of rhe World by any grand Forgery in the Wri- 
tngs of the New Teftament ; for tho Zeal for thofe divinely in- 
foir'd Writings bad not been fufficient to prevail with fome of ‘em 


to proclaim the Cheat, the Enmity and Quarrels arifing from con- 
trariety of Interefts and Opinions would have been fuch a Guard 


upon thefe Books, as the utmoft Policy of ill-defigning Men would 


never have bzen able to elude. 
5. Tis ftill more iocredible, and what the fondeft Credulity 


can’t admit of, that thefe Books fhould be abufed, or new ones 


put in their room by a Confederacy of all the Partys and Se€ts of 


Chriftians throughout the World. 


6. We may be fure that this could never be done by any Party 
who were open Enemys to Chriftianity ; tor atl Chriftians would 
huve agreed to difcover that. 

7. As thefe Books were firft writ in the moft celebrated Lan- 
guage then in the World, fo they were quickly dilpers’d and tran- 
flated into vaft numbers of other Languages. They were not kept 
in private Hands as Myfterys, but in publick Repofirorys, where 
all might confult them. Chriftians have ever eftcem’d them as 
the grand Charter of their Privileges, and the Foundation of their 
Hopes of Happinefs in another Life. They were punétually refer’d 
to, and cited by the earlieft Writers and Apologifts for the Chrif 

ian Caufe, and even by Enemys, which had been intolerable Stu- 
pidity on both fides, had not the World been well affur’d they were 
genuine. They were many of ’em direéted to large Societys of 
Men in different Parts of the World. They were conftantly re- 
hearfed in folemnly Affemblys, befides being privately ftudied and 
difcourfed of; by all which means they muft be neceflarily im- | 
refsd on the Minds and Memorys of Men. All Fa€tions and 


artys of Chriftians unanimoufly agreed to appeal hither, and : 








ee 


for January, February, Darcy, r7122 be 
be determin’d by.them. No Notion of Forgery or Corruption of 
em was ever advanc’d by fuch Delinquents as were «communica: 
ted from the Church, who had they known any fuch thing, would 
certainly have reveal'dit, The Do&trines in’em are sot only New, 
but of an extraordinary Nature, and challenge the Artention and 
Regard of all Mankind, and therefore in reafon like!» to attra 
the Curiofity of indifferent Pertons, and to route the i.) Nature of 
of carping and contradictory Enemys to fift them therowly. Be: 
fides, the Do€trines fuic perfeGtly well with the Defign of fuch a 
Religion as Chriftianity. Laftly, Let any Man who dnees in dita 
cafe put this Q:eftion to himfelf, and ty to refolve ic fairly, viz, 
Would thofe who corrupted the Old or forg’d the Ncw Gofpel 
ever have made fuch a Syftem as that which is at this dav, and 
has been for fo many Ages receiv’d in the World?) No Man in his 
right Wits, fays our Author, can ever perf{wade himtélf to belicye 
this, 

From.all this Mr. Ditton draws Two Corrollarys. 

t, That fince thefe Books could not be countes feited or corre p- 
ed, the Matters of Faét, and the Dc &trines contain'd in them, are 
the fame which thofe antient Chriftian Writers did fifi give an Ac- 
count of ro the World. : 
~ 2. That there are no Writings whatever whofe Purity and Ge. 
nuinenfs are to be prov’d by Argum<nrs of fo grand a Narure, and 
fo many in number, as may be preduc’d in favour of the New 
Teftament. 

But there are thofe, fays our Author, who will ask how this 
Difcourfe is reconcilable to what fome have pretended to thew in 
Fa&t, ux That the New Teftament has been tamper’d with and 
abufed in many refpeéts fince its firft Publication ? He anfwers, 
That tho there be fome who have taken a great deal of Pains to 
leffen the Credit of thofe Books, by raking up all che litile Faulks 
they could poflibly light on, and have even mention’d more than 
they could ftand by: His Affertions are not inconfiltent with their 
Difcoverys, but may very well be reconcil’d to ther. = For when 
he fays thofe Writings were genuine and uncosrupt, he docs not 
mean they have undergone no Alteration or Corruption in trivial 
Matters, which are not of the Subftance of ’em. He does not fup- 
pofe that every Letter, Syllable, or Word, is exaétly the furne as 
when the laft Hands of their refpe€tive Authors were ict to them. 

For the reft of this we refer to cur next. 
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The State of Learning. , 


) FRANCE. ... 
Wry fertations fur la Mouvance de la Bretagne, par rapport au 
D “droit que les Ducs de Normandie y pretendoient, & fur quel 
ques autres Sajets Hiftorigues. Printed at Paris, in 12° 

Hiftoire del’ Academie Royale de Sciences, Annee 1709. avec les 
Memoirs de Mathematique & de Phjfique, pour la meme Annee. 


‘Tires des Regiftres decette Accademie.. Printed at Parts in 4° 


GERMANY. 
B.C, D. Differtatio Academica de Superioritate territoicali Comi- 
tum Imperti quam, &c. in Alma Argento ratenfeum Univerfitate 
folenni Evuditorum Sabjiciet. Foban. Tobias die 14. Aprilis. Prin- 


ted at Strasburg in 4° : 
HOLLAND. 


Politicgde Memorien, Brieven en anicre ,Authenticque Stukken 
raakende de tegenwoordige Staatsbelangen van Europa, en byzender, 
het continucren van den Oorlog of maaken van Vreede, en daar by 
het berugte Adres vant Gagerhuys. 1n 8° Printed at the Hague, 

Yvoonis Gankos M. Differtatio de Medicine ad certitudinem Ma- 
thematriam evebenda Continens certa bujas Artis Principia, ec. 
ad Methodum Cartefii & Vewtons. Printed at Amfterdam in 8° 

Eeen Chr iften Beproeft-en verzekert of naeuwkeurige verbande- 
ling van de Wedergeboorte, wacr in de viefée dweeperyen der gener 
die Sig vande fo genaemde nicuwe ftudie of ernftige bediexinge af 
nocmen werden aengewefen en wederlegt door Balibafar van Graven 
digt. Printed at dmfirdam in 8° 
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Bocks publifi'd toefe Months and not abridg’d. 
: S and’ impartial Account of the Difcovery ot Sorcery and 
Witchcraft, pra€tifed by Fane Wenham of Walkerne in Hert- 
fordfhire. Printed for B.Curl. 

Theimpofhibility of Witchcraft. Sold by F. Baker. 

A full Confutation of Witchcraft, proving that Witcheraft is 
Prieftcraf!, Sold by 7. Buker. 

The General Hftory of all Revolutions, Rebellions, and Mut- 
ders of Sovereign Princes, that have been in all Countrys from the 
Creation to this Time. In Two Parts, Printed for %. mem 
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The Wiftory of Prince Mirabe/’s Infancy, Rife and Difgrace, 


- In Two Parts. Printed for 7. Baker. 
‘ ee Religion in Ireland.” Printed for Andrew 
el, . 

A Colle&tion of Papers again{t the Scots Toleraticn and Patrona- 
ges. Printed for A. Be//, 

A full Anfwer to the Condu& of the Allies : To which is added 
Some Obfervatious on- the Remarks on the Barrier Treaty. By the 
fame Author. Printed in the Year 1712. 

The Keatyh Spy, or a Memorial of the C—yes H—d Clyb 
Printed in the 1712. 

“ Some Remarks on the Letters between the L——d T—— 74 
and Mr. Se—tary B——/e. Ina Letter to the Author ot the Ke- 
‘Marks on the Barrier Treaty. Printed for Joba AMorphew. 

. Law is a Bottomlefs Pit. In Three Parts. Printed for Joba 
Morpbew., 

Some Advice humble offer’d to the Members ot the O@oher 
Club, In a Letrer froma Perfon of Honour, Printed for Fobn 
Morphew, 

A fhort Hiftory of the Revolution in Scotland. Sold by the Book- 
fellers of London and Wefiminfter. 

The Hiftory. of the St. A/b-7s Ghoft, or the Apparition of Mo- 
ther Haggy. Printed in the Year 1712. 

Law not a Bottomlef{s Pir, or Arguments againft Peace ; @nd 
fome Querys Pro and Con. Printed tor ¥. Baker. 

The Gunfmith QuerysrevivU. Printed for ¥. Baker. 

The old Wives Tales, a Poem. Sold by 3. Morpbew, 


Lately Publifi'd. 


A new Edition of Capt. Bladen’s Cefar Comment, in Englith 8ve 


with Cutts, | 
M, Tullii Ciceronis Orationem Seleharum Liber Editus in ufum 


Schifarum, 12° 
A Treatife concerning the Caufes of the prefent Corruption of 


Chriftians, and the Remcdys thereof, In Two Parts 8vo. The 3d 
Edition. All printed tur D, Midwinter. 
The 
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The CON TEN TS, 
I. Tor EN AFIOL MATPOT HMQN INANNOY TOY 
AAMAZKHNOY, Morass, % UpeoBurepe Tepororvnw, 
aw evernoBue marie, #.e The Werks of St. Yobn of Damaf-... . 
cus, a Monk and Prieft of ferufalem, &c. — Pages, -* 
Il. Vibius Sequeftcr de Fluminibas, Fontibus, Lacubus, &c. 9*5 > 
Wf. At. Aurel Antonini Elagabali.Tribumtia, Poreftaté V. Differtae 
tio Hiftorico Chronologica. ~ = | ee 
WV. Hifloire Dogmatique de la Religion. a ee. al 
V. Papal Uferpation and Perfecution as it has been exercis'd in ane - 
-tient and modern Times, with refpetl both to Princes and People. 
: . A fair Warning to all Proteftants to guard themfelves with the 
>>. utmoft Caution agan|t the Encroachmeats and Invaftons of Popery, 
as they value their Eftates, Lives and Libertys , but above all ae 
they would preferve iheir Confciences free from: the foreft of alt 
Tyrannys and Opprefhions. The whole droided into Two.Tomes, 
anfwerable to the Sabjett-matier, as it relates both to Princes and 
MPeople ; and defign'd as Supplemental to the Book of Martyrs, ae. 
well in the feveral Ages antecedent to the Refcrmation where 
that #s found defetive, as by continuing the fame moft ufeful , 
part of Eccleftaftical Hiftory, Martyrology, down to the prefent 
Times By a fincere Lover of our Proteftant Eftublifhment both 
- 12 Church and State. nn “ 28 
Vi, 4 Difcourfe concerning the Refurrefion of Fefus Chrift. In 3 
Parts, Wherein, 1. The Confequences of the. Dottrine. are fully 
fated. 2. The Nature and Obligation of Moral Evidences. are 
—-exflain’d at large. 3. The Proofs of the Fill of our..S10icur’s 
» Refurrettion are propofed, examined, and fairly démonftrated to 
be Conclufrve. Together wih arn Appendix, concerning the im- 
« poffible produdiion of Thoight from Matter and Motion. The 
» Nature of Hamane Soxls and of Brutes. The Anima Mundi, 
and the Hypotbefis of the to wav: As alfo concerning the Di- 
ume Providence, the Origine of Evsl, and the Univerfe in gene- 
ral, : 39 
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